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FEDERATION OF MALAYA 

DEWAN. RA'AYAT 
(HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES) 

Official Report 

First Session of .the First Dewan Ra'ayat 

Friday, 4th December, 1959 

The House met at 9.30 o'clock a.m. 

PRESENT: 

The Honourable Mr. Speaker, DATO' HAJI MOHAMED NOAH BIN OMAR, 
D.P.M.J., P.I.S., J.P. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

the Prime Minister, Y.T.M. TuNKu ABDUL RAHMAN PUTRA 
AL-HAJ, K.O.M. (Kuala Kedah). 

the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defence, TUN 
ABDUL RAZAIC BIN DATO' HUSSAIN, S.M.N. (Pekan). 

the Minister of External Affairs, DATO' DR. ISMAIL BIN 
DATO' ABDUL RAHMAN, P.M.N. (Johore Timar). 

the Minister of Works. Posts and Telecommunications, 
DATO' v. T. SAMBANTHAN, P.M.N. (Sungei Siput). 

the Minister of the Interior, DATO' SULEIMAN BIN DATO' 
ABDUL RAHMAN, P.M.N. (Muar Selatan). 

the Minister of Transport, ENCHE' SARDON BIN HA1I JuBIR 
(Pontian Utara). 

the Minister of Health and Social Welfare, DATO' ONG YOKE 
LIN, P.M.N. (Ulu Selangor). 

the Minister of Education and Minister of Commerce and 
Industry, ENCHE' MOHAMED KHIR BIN JoHARI (Kedah 
Tengah). 

the Minister of Labour, ENCHE' BAHAMAN BIN SAMSUDIN 
(Kuala Pilah). 

TUAN SYED JA'AFAR BIN HASAN ALBAR, J.M.N., Assistant 
Minister (Johore Tenggara). 

ENCHE' ABDUL HAMID KHAN BIN HAJI SAKHAWAT ALI KHAN, 
J.M.N., J.P., Assistant Minister (Batang Padang) . 

TUAN HAJI ABDUL KHALID BIN AWANG OSMAN, Assistant 
Minister (Kota Star Utara). 

ENCHE' ABDUL GHANI BIN ISHAK, A.M.N. (~alacca Utara). 
ENCHE' ABDUL RAUF BIN A. RAHMAN (Krian Laut). 
ENCHE' ABDUL SAMAD BIN OSMAN (Sungei Patani). 
TUAN HA1I ABDULLAH BIN HAJI ABDUL RAOF (Kuala 

Kangsar). 
TUAN HA1I ABDULLAH BIN HAJI MOHD. SALLEH, A.M.N., P.I.S. 

(Segamat Utara). 
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The Honourable TUAN HAJI AHMAD BIN ABDULLAH (Kota Bharu Hilir). 

.. 

" 

,, 

ENCHE' AHMAD BIN ARSHAD, A.M.N. (Muar Utara). 
ENCHE' AHMAD BIN MOHAMED SHAH (Johore Bahru Barat). 

TUAN HA11 AHMAD BIN SAAID (Seberang. Utara) . 
ENCHE' AHMAD BIN HAJJ YusoF (Krian Darat). 
TUAN HAJI AzARARI·BIN HAJJ IBRAHIM (Kubang Pasu Barat). 
ENCHE' AZIZ BIN ISHAK (Muar Dalam). 
DR. BURHANUDDIN BIN MOHD. NOOR (Besut). 
MR. CHAN CHONG WEN (Kluang Selatan). 
MR. CHAN SIANG SUN (Bentong). 

MR. CHAN SWEE Ho (Ulu Kinta). 

MR. CHIN SEE YIN (Seremban Timor). 

MR. v. DAVID (Bungsar). 

DATIN FATIMAH BINTI HAJI HASHIM, P.M.N. (Jitra-Padang 
Terap). 

MR. GEH CHONG KEAT (Penang Utara). 

ENCHE' HAMZAH BIN ALANO, A.M.N. (Kapar). 

ENCHE' HANAFI BIN MOHD. YUNUS, A.M.N. (Kulim Utara). 
ENCHE' HARUN BIN ABDULLAH (Baling). 

ENCHE' HARUN BIN PILUS (Trengganu Tengah). 

TUAN HAJI HASAN ADLI BIN HA11 ARSHAD (Kuala 
Trengganu Utara). 

TUAN HAJJ HASSAN BIN HAJI AHMAD (Tumpat). 

ENCHE' HASSAN BIN MANSOR (Malacca Selatan). 

ENCHE' HUSSEIN BIN To' MUDA HASSAN (Raub). 

TUAN HAJJ HussIN RAHIMI BIN HAJI SAMAN (Kota Bharu 
Hulu). 

ENCHE' IBRAHIM BIN ABDUL RAHMAN (Seberang Tengah). 

ENCHE' ISMAIL BIN IDRIS (Penang Selatan). 

MR. KANG KOCK SENG (Batu Pahat). 

MR. K. KARAM SINGH (Damansara). 

CHE' KHADIJAH BINTI MOHD. SIDIK (Dungun). 

MR. LEE SAN CHOON (Kluang Utara). 

MR. LEE SECK FUN (Tanjong Malim). 

MR. LEE SIOK YEW (Sepang). 

MR. LEONG KEE NYEAN (Kampar). 

MR. LIM KEAN SIEW (Dato Kramat). 

MR. LIU YOONG PENG (Rawang). 

MR. T. MAHIMA SINGH (Port Dickson). 

ENCHE' MOHAMED BIN UJANO (Jelebu-Jempol). 

ENCHE' MOHAMED ABBAS BIN AHMAD (Hilir Perak). 

ENCHE' MOHAMED AsRI BIN HAJI MUDA (Pasir Puteh). 

ENCHE' MOHAMED DAHAR'.I BIN HAJJ MOHD. Au (Kuala 
Selangor). 

ENCHE' MOHAMED NOR BIN MOHD. DAHAN (Ulu Perak). 
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The Honourable DATO' MOHAMED HANIFAH BIN HAJI ABDUL GHANI, P.J.K. 
(Pasir Mas Hulu). 

ENCHE' MOHAMED SULONG BIN MOHD. Au, J.M.N. (Lipis). 
ENCHE' MOHAMED YUSOF BIN MAHMUD, A.M.N. (Temerloh). 
TUAN HAJI MOKHTAR BIN HAJI ISMAIL (Perlis Selatan). 
NIK MAN BIN NIK MOHAMED (Pasir Mas Hilir). 
MR. NG ANN TECK (Batu). 
ENCHE' OTHMAN BIN ABDULLAH (Tanah Merah). 
ENCHE'. OTHMAN BIN ABDULLAH (Perlis Utara). 
TUAN HAJJ REDZA BIN HAJI MOHD. SAID (Rembau-Tampin). 
MR. SEAH TENG NGIAB (Muar Pantai). 
MR. D. R. SEENIVASAGAM (Ipoh). 
TUAN SYED ESA BIN ALWEE, S.MJ., P.I.S. (Batu Pahat 

Dalam). 
TUAN SYED HASHIM BIN SYED NAM, A.M.N., P.J.K. (Sabak 

Bemam). . 
ENCHE' TAJUDIN BIN Au (Larut Utara). 
MR. TAN CHENG BEE, J.P. (Bagan). 
MR. TAN.KEE GAK (Bandar Malacca). 
MR. TAN PHOCK KIN (Tan jong). 
MR. TAN TYE CHEK (Kulim-Bandar Bahru). 
TENGKU INDRA PETRA IBNI SULTAN IBRAHIM, J.M.N. (Ulu 

Kelantan). 
DATO' TEOH CHZE CHONG, D.P.M.J., J.P. (Segamat Selatan). 
MR. v. VEERAPPEN (Seberang Selatan). 
WAN MUSTAPHA BIN HAJI ALI (Kelantan Hilir). 
WAN SULAIMAN BIN WAN TAM (Kota Star Selatan). 
WAN YAHYA BIN HAJJ WAN MOHAMED (Kemaman). 
MR. Woo SAIK HONG (Telok Anson). 
ENCHE' YAHYA BIN HAJJ AHMAD (Bagan Datoh). 
MR. YEOH TAT BENG (Broas). 
MR. YONG Woo MING (Sitiawan). 
HAJJAH ZAIN BINTI SULAIMAN (Pontian Selatan). 
TUAN HAJJ ZAKARIA BIN HAJJ MOHD. TAIB (Langat). 
ENCHE' ZULKIFLEE BIN MUHAMMAD (Bachok). 

ABSENT: 

The Honourable the Minister of Finance, MR. TAN Srnw SIN, J.P. (Malacca 
Tengah). 

the Minister of Agriculture and Co-operatives, ENCHE' 
ABDUL AZIZ BIN ISHAK (Kuala Langat). 

ENCHE' ABDUL RAHMAN BIN HAJJ TALIB, Minister without 
Portfolio (Kuantan). 

ENCHE' AHMAD BoESTAMAM (Setapak). 
MR. CHEAH THEAM SWEE (Bukit Bintang). 
ENCHE' HussEIN BIN MOHAMED NooRDIN. A.M.N .• P.J.IC. 

(Parit). 
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The Honourable MR. KHONG KOK y AT (Batu Gajah). 
MR. LIM Joo KoNG (Alor Star). 
DR, LIM ·sw'EE AUN, J.P. (Larut Sefatan). 
MR. V. MANicKAVASAGAM, J.M.N., P.J.K. (Klang). 
ENcHE• MOHAMED ISMAIL BIN MOHAMEI) YusoF (Jerai). 
DATO' ONN BIN JAAFAR, D.K., D.P.M.J. (Kuala Trengganu 

Selatan). 
MR. QuEK KAI DONG (Seremb'an Barat). 
MR. s. P. SEENIVASAGAM (Menglembu). 

IN ATIENDANCE: 

The Honourable the Minister of Justice, TUN LEONG YEW KOH, S.M.N. 

PRAYERS 
(Mr. Speaker in the Chair) 

BILL 
THE SUPPLY (1960) BILL 

Order read for resumed considera­
tion in Committee of Supply (4th 
Allotted Day). 

(Mr. Speaker in the Chair) 

SCHEDULE 

Heads 43 to 49-
The Minister of the Interior (Dato' 

Suleiman): Tuan Speaker, boleh-kah, 
Tuan, benarkan saya mengambil semua 
sa-kali Kepala daripada 43, 44, 45, 46, 
47, 48, 49 dan 53: yang di-bawah 
Kementerian Kehakiman itu yang sa­
benar-nya di-bawah Kementerian saya, 
ia-itu berkenaan dengan Official 
Assignee, . Registrar of Companies, 
Registrar of Trade Unions and Regis­
trar of Societies atau ada-kah, Tuan 
Speaker, bCrkehendakkan saya me­
ngambil separoh sahaja daripada semua 
Kepala itu? 

Mr. Speaker: Ambil sampai 49 
sahaja. 

Dato' Snleiman: Daripada 47 sampai 
49. 

Mr. Speaker: That is right! 

Dato' Suleiman: Saya mulakan pada 
Kepala 43. Chemistry. Jabatan ini ia­
lah satu daripada pejabat yang baharu 
di-masokkan ka-bawah Kementerian 
saya, salah satu daripada pejabat2 

yang saya katakan pada petang sa­
malam; ada dua, tiga pejabat2 baharu 

yang masok di-bawah Kementerian 
saya. Tidak berapa lama dahulu 
pejabat ini ia-lah satu pejabat Pan­
Malayan yang Kepala-nya bCrnama 
Pan-Malayan Head Quarters, sudah 
pun di-bahagi dua dan lagi Perseku­
tuan ada pejabat-nya sendiri dan 
dengan jalan ' itu ada terselamat 
$34,000 wang yang dahulu-nya di­
bayar kapada Pejabat Pan-Malayan 
Head Quarters sa-bagai bahagian 
Persekutuan. Sa-balek-nya pula banyak 
kerja2 yang di-buat di-Singapura 
dahulu, hari ini telah di-buat oleh 
Persekutuan, khas-nya memereksa 
kertas2 rasmi (document); sa-orang 
pegawai telah di-hantar berlateh dan 
dia sudah pun lulus dan tamat latehan­
nya dalam perkara memereksa kertas 
rasmi itu. Dan perbelanjaan gaji kaki­
tangan serta alat2-nya di-masokkan 
dalam perbelanjaan tahun 1960, per­
belanjaan ini kurang $34,000 yang ter­
selamat daripada wang yang di-bayar 
sa-bagai bahagian Persekutuan kapada 
Pejabat Pan-Malayan pada masa dahulu, 
lain2 perbelanjaan ia-lah hendak meng­
gantikan alat2 yang sudah tidak boleh 
di-pakai di-dalam laboratory di-Kuala 
Lumpur dan Pulau Pinang dan juga 
membeli alat2 yang baharu menurut 
keadaan yang sa-tiap masa ada alat2 
yang baharu yang dapat di-buat dan 
hendak di-gunakan. Satu daripada 
Kepala-nya di-dalam perbelanjaan ini 
ia-Iah 6 jawatan telah di-tambah 
kerana hendak Malayanisationkan, 3 
orang pegawai telah di-pileh dalam 
tahun 1959 dan 3 orang lagi akan di­
pileh dalam tahun 1960. KerJa dalam 
pejabat ini sa-makin bulan sa-makin 
bertambah banyak, kerja2-nya ia-lah 
pehak polis memereksa sampol2 dan 
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Pejabat Kastam memereksa berkenaan 
dengan chukai dan juga ubat2 yang 
berachun. Sudah pun ada sa-orang 
pakar atau pun expert berkenaan den­
gan pejabat ini telah di-hantar di­
bawah Ranchangan Colombo per­
belanjaan itu termasok dalam per­
belanjaan tahun 1960. 

Berbalek saya kapada Kepala 44 
berkenaan dengan Bomba. Di-dalam 
perbelanjaan yang di-kemukakan ini 
berkenaan dengan perbelanjaan kaki· 
tangan ada-lah kurang sadikit di· 
sebabkan oleh Malayanisation dan 
juga satu jawatan Penolong Chief 
Inspector sudah di-kurangkan. Tetapi 
ada pertbelanjaan di-kebendakki ber­
kenaan dengan sekolah latehan kapada 
kaki-tangan Bomba dan juga per­
belanjaan tahunan. Ada satu perkara 
sa-banyak $3,000 di-kehendaki bagi 
membersehkan padang2 dan tanah2 dan 
juga membetulkan atau membaiki 
bangunan2 Bomba; dan wang $4,000 
di-kehendaki kerana belanja pelajaran 
Ketua Pejabat Bomba. Ketua2 -Bomba 
ini terpaksa-lah pergi dari sa-buah 
negeri ka-sa-buah negeri dan juga 
melihat Pejabat Bomba dalam negeri 
ini dan juga melawat alatan2 dan per­
kakas2 Bomba yang di-gunakan oleh 
tentera2 dalam negeri ini. 

Di-bawah Kepala 45-Kerajaan 
Tempatan, di-sini perbelanjaan ada 
kekurangan $3,000. Dan juga ber­
kenaan dengan Development of Rural 
Services (Capital Works) di-bawah 
perbelanjaan dharurat sudah pun di­
pindahkan ka-bawah Kepala 41 
Kemenrerian saya. Ini-lah sahaja yang 
saya dapat sebutkan berkenaan dengan 
Kerajaan Tempatan. Dan juga ber­
kenaan dengan perkara ini yang sa­
benar-nya di-bawah pentadbiran Kera­
jaan Negeri. 

Di-bawah Kepala 46-Jabatan Che­
tak-Menchetak. Pejabat ini telah 
terlampau banyak kerja dan semakin 
hari, semakin bulan, semakin tahun 
kerja bertambah banyak. Ahli2 Yang 
Berhormat dan Dato'· Pengerusi sendiri 
dapat memerhatikan kerja chetak­
menchetak yang di-buat bagi Dewan 
ini, apa-tah lagi berkenaan National 
Language-Bahasa Rasmi, chetak­
menchetak pun kerja-nya makin ber­
tambah. Dalam· pada itu pula per­
belanjaan-nya tidak banyak naik. Saya 

harap Ahli2 Yang Berhormat, boleh 
ta' banyak sadikit memberi tahniah 
kapada Pejabat ini. Perbelanjaan yang 
naik sadikit ini ia-lah kerana hendak 
membeli alatan2 yang baharu. 

Di-bawah Kepala Kechil berkenaan 
dengan kaki-tangan, 2 jawatan yang 
telah di-naikkan itu ia-lah kerana 
memberi latehan kapada Tradesmen 
dan dia di-angkat menjadi Assistant 
Chief Instructor atau Instructor; ta' 
dapat-lah saya mentetjemahkan-nya 
ka-dalam bahasa Melayu. Di-bawah 
perbelapjl!-an tahun ini sudah dapat di­
kurangkan $12,000 banyak-nya tetapi 
di-bawah perbelanjaan khas ada naik 
sadikit kerana hendak menggantikan 
alat2 yang ta' boleh di-pakai lagi. Dan 
juga dengan membeli . alatan yang 
baharu itu dapat kita menyelamatkan 
wang daripada sia2 membaiki alat2 
atau jentera2 yang lama yang ta' boleh 
di-pakai lagi. Ada banyak kekurangan 
berkenaan perbelanjaan di-dalam 
chetak-menchetak. Berkenaan dengan 
dharurat, ini saya perchaya Dewan ini 
dan Ahli2 Yang Berhormat semua-nya 
tentu-lah suka men.dengar-nya. Saya 
menarek perhatian Ahli2 Yang Berhor­
mat, perbelanjaan di-bawah Kepala ini 
betul-lah kerana Pejabat Chetak­
Menchetak di-Kuala Lumpur ber­
kehendakkan mengandongi perbelan­
jaan Pejabat Chetak-Menchetak di­
Johore Bharu, Alor Star dan juga di­
Trengganu. Itu-lah sahaja yang saya 
hendak terangkan berkenaan chetak­
menchetak ini. 

Di-bawah Kepala 47-Penjara, di­
sini saya suka hati memberi tahu ka­
pada Ahli2 Yang Berhormat, kita telah 
dapat kurangkan $140,000 banyak-nya 
dalam perbelanjaan tahun 1960 dari­
pada perbelanjaan tahun 1959. 

Di-bawah Kepala 48-Registra­
tion,-Pentadbiran Pendaftaran. Ber­
kenaan dengan Kad Pengenalan yang 
Undang2-nya baharu2 ini Ahli2 Yang 
Berhormat dalam Dewan ini telah 
meluluskan dan saya sendiri telah 
berchakap panjang pada hari itu clan 
ta'payah-lah saya berchakap panjang 
di-sini. Saya perchaya pada Ahli2 Yang 
Berhormat semua . berfikiran yang 
tenang dan ta'payah-lah saya ber­
chakap di-bawah perkara ini. 
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Jadi, saya beraleh-lah kapada Kepala 
49. Ini ada-lah Pejabat Peranchang 
Bandar atau Town and Country Plan­
ning. Pejabat ini saya perchaya banyak 
orang dan barangkali sa-paroh dari­
pada Ahli Yang Berhormat di-sini, 
saya minta ma'af ta' tahu apa kerja­
nya tetapi mustahak kalau-lah hendak 
membuat plan berkenaan dengan 
bandar dan juga hazanah2 yang ada 
di-dalam negeri ini. Di-sini ada-lah 
sadikit sahaja tambahan perbelanjaan­
nya sebab-nya wang yang di-kehendaki 
sa-bagai membaiki kereta2 yang di­
gunakan oleh Pejabat ini dan di-bayar 
belanja khas $8,351 kerana hendak 
membeli kereta2 yang di-gunakan yang 
baharu. 

Satu perkara yang baharu sa-banyak 
$30,667 kerana perbelanjaan sa-orang 
pakar atau expert yang datang di­
bawah U.N.T.A.A. Planning Adviser. 
Ini ada-lah berkenaan dengan Bandar 
Kuala Lumpur dan Klang Valley 
Areas. 

Pejabat2 ini sudah pun dengan per­
setujuan negeri2 yang mana sa-paroh2 
negeri yang mengeluarkan belanja 
kerana Pejabat yang di-adakan dalam 
tiap2 negeri itu. Pejabat yang ada di­
Kuala Lumpur ini ia-lah semata2 
menuju kapada memileh kaki-tangan 
dan memberi latehan serta juga me­
nolong Kerajaan2 Negeri dan Kerajaan 
Persekutuan, juga dalam perkara2 ber­
kenaan dengan Pejabat2 yang besar 
yang mustahak saperti yang di-katakan 
pelan2 yang di-kehendaki berkenaan 
dengan Bandar Kuala Lumpur dan 
Klang Valley. ltu-lah sahaja, Tuan 
Pengerusi, berkenaan dengan Kepala 2 
yang di-bawah Kementerian saya dan 
sa-lepas itu ada satu lagi ia-itu saperti 

· yang di-katakan tadi ia-lah di-bawah 
Kepala 53 yang telah di-masokkan di­
bawah Kementerian Kehakiman yang 
sa-patut-nya di-bawah Kementerian 
say a. 

Mr. V. David (Bongsar): Mr. Spea­
ker, I am not going to take much of 
your time. I am going to make certain 
observation that comes within the sub­
ject of detention camps. Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, the number of detention camps as 
I know now has been reduced to a 
large extent. Previously, a few years 
back, when the Emergency was at its 

peak, there were quite a good number 
of camps all over the country. Now, it 
has been reduced in numbers and the 
treatment in these detention camps are 
extremely poor. The first thing for any 
man who becomes the Superintendent 
of a detention camp is that he should 
be able to understand .human relations, 
because the political detainees who are 
detained are not convicts-they are not 
tried in an open court. They are merely 
kept there under suspicion, and while 
kept under suspicion, the Superinten­
dent is the man who is supposed to be 
the guardian of these people. They can­
not see anybody outside except their 
relatives who come there once or twice 
a week, and any complaints they wish 
to make they can only make them to 
the Superintendent. Sometime in 1958, 
I remember there was a Superinten­
dent-an expatriate officer-in the 
lpoh Detention Camp. I can only refer 
to him as the most uncompromising 
and most obstructive man who really 
failed to understand human problems, 
and whenever any detainees had any 
complaints to place before him, he was 
very stuck-up and did not even care to 
hear what they had to say. And now, 
I understand, at the Muar Detention 
Camp there is another expatriate officer, 
but I am not concerned whether he is 
an expatriate officer or a local officer. 
It is important that I must emphasise 
the growing discontentment among the 
detainees regarding the food they are 
being provided in the detention camp, 
which is of very poor quality. I do not 
know if there are persons in this Muar 
Detention Camp who are trying to 
make a profit out of the diet being 
provided by the Government. With 
regard to the medical facilities, they do 
not really have good medicine to pro­
vide in time of sickness. Another ques­
tion is that when a person wants to 
write a letter, he is supposed to write 
only one letter per week. Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, the person who has been detained, 
when he writes a letter, that letter is 
censored. Why don't we give them free­
dom to write any number of letters. 
After all, we are going to censor, and 
if they don't write to the wrong persons 
it is quite all right. Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
I would like an assurance from the 
Honourable Minister of the Interior 
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that a Committee should be set up to jagaan-nya. Saya buka Development 
investigate the complaints prevailing Estimates 1960 saya dapati ada dua 
in the detention camps. Chemistry ia-ituv ad!! dua Kepala 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, another matter Anggaran Perbelan1aan . sa-banyak 
which I would like to touch a little is $5_5,000. ~ep~la 106-C_hemistry, No. 1 
on the "chocolate" identity card which Air-condtti<;>nmg of !ox~cology Labora­
the Minister referred at the last Budget to~ and .1:-1b~ary, Petabng Jaya. ~o. 2 
meetin Air-cond1tiomng of Food ~rug_s, Liquor 

· g · · · · \ and Water Laboratory, Petahng Jaya~ 
Dato' Suleiman: On a point of clari- Saya buka juga berkenaan dengan 

fication, Sir, as I explained, the colour Agriculture kalau2 ada, tetapi saya 
is brown, and I used "chocolate" for tengok tak ada. Saya minta penjelasan 
the translation into Malay to mean dari Yang BCrhormat Menteri yang 
brown. In fact, it is a brown identity berkenaan berhubong dengan Chemis­
card. · try tersebut ada-kah Pejabat ini untok 

Mr. Speaker: It is brown in colour. analyse bag~ pegawai2 
. yan~ ~ain her-

. sangkutan dengan Medical ia-1tu Food 
Mr. V. David: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Drugs. Ada-kah ia sam:a termasok den­

when issuing these brown identity · gan Pejabat yang lain analyse sa-bagai 
cards, I would like to call upon the Baja, Insecticide, Weed-killer yang ber­
Minister concerned to remember that sangkutan dengan Pejabat Pertanian 
once this identity card is issued to ini? 
!lnybody, the chances o~ getting a job Perkara yang kedua berkenaan den-
m any part of Malaya 1s remote, and . . . . 
whenever such cases come to him, let gan Fire ~erv.1ces 1a-1t.u Head 44, muka 
him be very cautious with a view to 169 perbelan1aan bequmlah sa,:-ba~yak 
upholding justice. Let him examine all ~1.55,064. N.a~pak-nya vperbelan1aan 
the relevant aspects of the case before mt kurang, J~dtv pada pendapat s~ya 
signing the document to issue a brown hendak-la!1. dt:ben sama v rata bag1 9 
identity card. There are quite a num- ~uah negen dt-!a~~h ~~layu, c~u~a 
her of cases where persons have been J~toh. sa-bu~h n~gen be.berapa mtlhon 
penalised without studying the case rmgg1t s.'.1-haJa k;rai;ia ktta ke~urangan 
properly. I would appeal once again wang. _Pen~udok kita akan be~tambah 
to the Honourable Minister concerned, s~mpat 6 1uga _ lebeh, ~aka tent~-lah 
with a view to upholding humanitarian ke~alangan Apt ~kan be!ta~b3l~ le~~ 
justice in this country, that he views lag1 dan saya .m~nta Kement~~an 1m 
the case properly before a decision is k~lau. boleh dt-lebehka~ sad1k1t per-
made belan1aan-nya. Saya perchaya pada 

· . tahun ini tentu tak boleh, tetapi saya 
J'.:nc~e' ~bd.ul Samad bm Osm~ tak berchadang pada tahun ini bahkan 

(Sungm Petam): Tuan ~peaker, d1- di-harap pada tahun hadapan patut-lah 
bawa~ Kepala 43 menun1okkan per- di-beri layanan lagi kapada Fire 
belan1aan sa-banyak $782,925. Saya Services ini. 
hendak tahu apa-kah Pejabat Chemis- y kvt• L 1 G t d" tr ini ang e 1ga, oca overnmen 1-

y · · · bawah Kepala 45, muka 171 per-
Mr. Speaker: Muka berapa? belanjaan sa-banyak $53,278. Ada-kah 
J'.:nche' Abdul Samad bin Osman: ~enchuk_?pi perbelanjaan yang sa-demi­

Muka 167, Kepala 43 berkenaan ktan bag1 sa:luroh Tanah ~eJ~yu yang 
Chemistr mengandong1 11 buah negen? Saya 

Y· berharap pada tahun hadapan Kemen-
Mr. Speaker: Ya. terian ini dapat menambahkan lagi 
J'.:nche' Abdul Samad bin Osman: bu~get-nya dengvai;i di-tamb~~ sadi!d! 

Saya tak· tahu apa-kah Pejabat l~g~ sa-m~ga perialanan Pe1abat m1 
Chemistry yang telah sedia itu, kerana beqalan dengan sempurna-nya. 
saperti kata Yang Berhormat Menteri Sunggoh pun dala~ :Oevel~pment 
Dalam Negeri bahawa dahulu Pejabat Estimates ini saya tengok ada per­
ini ia-lah Pan-Malayan ia-itu bersam- untokkan bagi Petaling Jaya sa-banyak 
bong dengan Singapura, tetapi sekarang $1,218,455 jadi saya nampak di-tempat 
ini baharu-lah termasok di-bawah lain berkenaan Local Government ini 
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tidak di-sebut apa2 pun. Perkara yang 
keempat ia-lah Printing ia-itu Head 46 
muka 172 sa-banyak tiga juta lebeh, 
mula2 saya ingat perbelanjaan ini 
tinggi, saya hendak menchadangkan 
supaya di-kurangkan tetapi sa-telah 
mendengar ulasan daripada Menteri 
tadi pekerjaan Printing sudah ber­
tambah banyak dan pekerjaan saperti 
ini akan memakan belanja yang 
banyak; ini saya bersetuju dan tidak 
hendak kata apa2. Perkara yang 
kelima ia-lah Prisons, saya bCrsetuju­
lah dengan Estimates yarig di-bCri sa­
banyak itu, saya tidak hendak kata 
apa2 melainkan satu sahaja ia-lah ber­
kenaan Prison Sungai Petani di­
tempat saya, dahulu Prison Sungai 
Petani ini ia-lah untok orang salah 
yang 6 bulan ka-bawah tetapi baharu2 
ini orang itu telah di-pindahkan ka­
Alor Star dari tempat itu di-penohi 
pula dengan orang2 tahanan (detainees). 
Saya telah mendapat rayuan daripada 
orang Sungai Petani, mereka merayu 
kapada Kerajaan, kalau boleh-lah 
orang2 tahanan itu jangan di-hantar 
ka-Sungai Petani kerana tempat kami 
tidak pernah ada orang yang..-membuat 
jahat atau membuat kachau. Jadi, 
kami merasa malu nama Sungai 
Petani; orang jahat di-hantar ka-

6 bulan ka~bawah. Sa-kira-nya pula 
semua orang salah sudah baik, saya 
harap Dato' Menteri tolakkan jail itu 
kapada Menteri Pelajaran buat Seko­
lah Pertukangan untok budak2 yang 
lulus darjah 6 atau yang tidak lulus 
SCkolah Menengah. maka dengan 
bagitu mudah2an boleh-lah menjadi 
satu manfa'at, khas-nya · orang Sungai 
Petani, sakian-lah. 

Tuan Syed Esa bin Alwee (Batu 
Pahat Dalam): Tuan Yang di-Pertua, 
sa-telah mendengar penerangan Yang 
Berhormat Menteri Dalam bCrkenaan 
dengan pejabat-nya, saya hanya 
hendak berchakap sedikit dalam per­
kara Penjara. Dalam Penjara, Tuan 
Yang di-Pertua, ia-lah orang2 yang 
telah menerima hukuman kerana 
melanggar undang2 negeri dan hukum 
shara'; orang2 sa-umpama ini patut-lah 
di-beri pelajaran atau .... 

Mr. V. David: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is 
quite wrong: the Honourable Member 
says they have been sentenced-they 
are not sentenced, they have been 
detained, they are not convicted. 

Mr. Speaker: The Honourable Mem­
ber is quite right. He said they have 
been detained. 

Sungai Petani (Ketawa). • . 
Mr. V. David: But the translation 

Saya merayu-lah kapada Dato' given was "detention". 
Menteri sa-kira-nya kalau boleh, 
tolong-lah ambil orang tahanan ini 
bawa-lah ka-tempat lain (Ketawa) 
hantarkan ka-Bungsar-kah, ka-Daman­
sara-kah (Ketawa) ka-lpoh-kah ! 

Mr. V. David: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
think the Honourable Member is just 
confusing himself. Unparliamentary 
references are being made. 

Mr. Speaker: I think the Honourable 
Member is quite in order. (To Enche' 
Abdul Samad). D.on't use the word. 

:1.ncbe' Abdul Samad bin Osman: 
I think the Minister should if possible 
try to remove these people somewhere 
else. 

Mr. Speaker: Proceed. 

l:ncbe' Abdul Samad bin Osman: 
Jikalau boleh bawa orang tahanan itu 
ka-tempat lain, tempat ini boleh-lah di­
hantar balek orang yang kena denda 

Mr. Speaker: The translation is 
wrong. 

Tuan Syed Esa: . . . . orang2 yang 
di-dalam Penjara itu patut-lah di-beri 
pelajaran atau di-beri sharahan ugama 
atau sharahan yang berfa'edah supaya 
mereka itu sedar dan tidak lagi 
melanggar peratoran dalam negeri ini. 
Sa-perkara lagi bCrkenaan dengan 
orang Islam dalam tempat itu, pada 
fahaman saya molek-lah juga di-bCri 
latehan ugama Islam oleh guru2, atau 
Imam2 di-tempat , itu menerangkan 
peratoran2 supaya mereka itu tidak 
lagi menyalahi atoran2 yang di­
kehendaki. 

Sa-perkara lagi, Tuan Yang di­
Pertua, ada sa-tengah daripada sa­
tengah-nya kita dapati orang2 itu 
sukar menchari makan atau sara 
hidup-nya di-luar Penjara. Mereka itu 
suka masok dalam Penjara dengan 
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~bab mereka itu senang dapat makan; 
Saya fikir orang yang sa•umpama itu 
patut-lah di-beri pelajaran dan latehan 
pertukangan dan bila mereka itu 
keluar kelak dapat-lah menchari sara 
hidup-nya dengan pelajaran yang di­
terima dalam Penjara itu. 

Mr. S. P. Seenivasagam: ·Mr. Spea­
ker, Sir, I wish to make a few obser­
vations on the policy of prisons in rela­
tion to the notification of impending 
executions. I asked a question to which 
a written reply was given, Question 
No. 44. Mr. Speaker, Sir, the practice 
was that shortly before the date of 
execution of a prisoner, his relatives 
or next-of-kin would be informed. Un­
fortunately, that practice has been dis­
continued. The reason given in the 
answer was that there had been some 
small demonstrations staged outside 
the prisons, and that for that reason 
neither the next-of-kin nor parents 
were informed. But at the same time 
it is stated that the prisoner is informed 
that he is at liberty to write as many 
letters as he wishes to anybody else. 
Now, I fail to see the difference. If the 
prisoner can inform his parents that 
he is going to be executed, I don't see 
why the parents should not be officially 
informed; because the result is absolu­
tely the same. U anybody wants to 
stage demonstrations outside prison 
walls, they will do it whether on 
information received from the parents, 
or whether on information received 
officially. Now, the point is this: that 
if it is left to the prisoner to inform 
his relatives, there is a possibility that 
the prisoner may be far too depressed 
to bother to write; he may have 
abandoned all hope and may say : 
"Why should I inform my parents? 
Why should I make them feel bad 
about it? Let me die without their 
knowing about it." But it is the 
parents' feelings we should consider: 
they want to know' whether the son 
wants to inform them or not. They 
want to know, if he is going to die, 
what date has been fixed, and if he is 
dead what date he died, and I appeal 
to the Honourable Minister concerned 
to look at this from the humane point 
of view, and I am quite sure that he is 
perhaps one of the most humane of 
human beings in this House (Laughter) 

and I appeal to him· kindly to recon­
sider this matter because the. ultimate 
result is the same. I am sure that the 
demonstrations that occurred were 
small ones, perhaps they happened 
many, many years ago, and if he would 
reconsider it and inform parents 
officially, I am sure his action would 
be greatly appre<;:iated. 

:ftncbe' Zulkiflee bin Muhammad 
(Bachok): Tuan Yang di-Pertua, saya 
hendak berchakap sadikit, terlebeh 
dahulu berlt:enaan dengan Penjara. 
Dahulu daripada ini, Tuan Yang di­
Pertua, · kita telah meluluskan satu 
Undang2 berkenaan dengan Pendaftaran 
dan telah meluluskan perbelanjaan yang 
besar atas Undang2 itu di-jalankan. 
Saya berharap supaya di-ketatkan sa­
dikit pengawalan di-dalam mendaftar­
kan orang2" di-Tanah Melayu ini. Yang 
Berhormat Menteri yang bersangkutan 
telah menyebutkan, Tuan Yang di­
Pertua, bahawa Pendaftaran itu sangat­
lah penting, sebab . dengan Pendaftaran 
itu kera'ayatan sa-saorang itu akan 
di-beri atau tidak di·beri. Yang saya 
harapkan supaya di-ketatkan ia-lah 
dengan · di-adakan penyiasatan ber­
kenaan sa-saorang itu telah tinggal di­
oogeri ini, haribulan ia tiba, ini mus· 
tahak bagi menentukan masa dia 
datang di-Tanah Melayu ini. Maka 
kalau-lah haribulan itu tersilap, 'P6an 
Yang di-Pertua, akan. payah-lah kita 
hendak membetulkan kera'ayatan sebab 
dengan sendiri-nya kita terpaksa me­
makai apa yang telah di-tulis di­
dalam Kad Pengenalan yang akan di­
berikan itu. 

Lagi satu, Tuan Yang di-Pertua, di­
dalam soal Pendaftaran ini kelak, ada 
satu soal Kad Pengenalan · choklat 
belum lagi dapat di-terailgkan oleh 
Tuan Menteri dengan jelas-nya. Bagai­
mana chara memindahkan ·Kad sa-sa­
orang itu menjadi orang layak men­
dapat Kad yang baik apabila dia sudah 
bertobat mithal-nya. Ini ada-lah ber­
hubong dengan hidup-nya sa-saorang 
itu di-dalam masharakat sebab kalau 
dia tidak dapat di-tukarkan Kad Pe­
ngenalan-nya sedangkan 'amalan hidup­
nya telah bertukar maka amaHah 
zalim-nya kita ini .. Tuan Yang di­
Pertua, jangan-Iah · di-fahamkan. · ini 
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berma'na saya ~rtujuan hendak m~m­
bela ·orang jahat, tetapi saya hendak 
membela orang jahat yang hendak 
menjadi baik. 

Di-dalam Item 31 berkenaan dengan 
Religious Teacher. Saya bersetuju 
dengan sahabat saya tadi walau pun 
pehak Kerajaan tidak mahu bersahabat 
dengan orang pembangkang, jadi buat 
saya tidak menjadi keberatan ber­
sahabat ctengan orang di-sebelah sini 
yang telah berchakap berkenaan dengan 
memberi pelajaran Ugama. Saya me: 
nyokong fikiran-nya itu ia-itu orang2 
di-dalam Penjara ini hendak-lah di­
beri pelajaran Ugama lebeh luas tetapi 
saya dukachita dan ini-lah yang saya 
harap bagi Tuan Menteri Yang Ber­
hormat tolong-lah timbangkan perkara 
ini. Gaji Religious Teacher di-sini ia-lah 
$80 dan di-bawah-nya itu Driver gaji­
nya $98. Jadi, Sa-orang yang membawa 
kereta atau lori mendapat gaji lebeh 
banyak daripada orang yang membawa 
manusia yang salah itu menjadi baik. 
Tuan Yang di-Pertua, sedangkan kita 
hendak mengajar Ugama kapada 
orang yang hendak membuat baik pun 
berat, inikan pula hendak mengajar 
Ugama kapada orang jahat yang sudah 
pun membuat jahat. Jadi, saya minta 
supaya Religious Teacher yang ada di­
dalam Penjara itu biar-lah di-sebutkan 
ikutan yang bagus dan mempunyai 
keahlian tentang manusia. Pada fikiran 
saya, Tuan Yang di-Pertua, orang yang 
menjadi Guru Ugama di-dalam Penjara 
ini mesti-lah mempunyai pengetahuan 
ugama yang luas dan sadikit 'ilmu jiwa, 
sebab saya katakan 'ilmu jiwa dia akan 
chuba mengembali sa-saorang manusia 
itu kejalan yang baik. Jadi, biar-lah 
dia tahu apa yang di-kehendaki bagi 
manusia dan apa kechenderongan dan 
tabi'at manusia yang membuat salah 
itu. Saya minta-lah Guru Ugama ini di­
naikan gaji-nya dan di-chari orang 
yang sesuai dengan kerja2 yang di­
tugaskan di-tempat itu, sakian-Iah. 

£ncbe' Hassan bin Mansor (Malacca 
Selatan): Tuan Yang di-Pertua, saya 
tidak-lah membuat tegoran tetapi chuba 
memberi pandangan terhadap Pejabat 
National Registration yang baharu2 ini 
telah di-Iuluskan satu Undang2 ber­
kenaan Registration yang mempunyai 
berbagai2 tanda Identity Card. Saya 

rasa betul-lah chara-nya kita hendak 
menjaga supaya orang betul2 mem­
punyai kera'ayatan dalam negeri ini 
dapat mempunyai hak yang sama. 
Maka terutama sa-kali pekerja2 di­
dalam Pejabat National Registration itu 
hendak-lah orang yang betuJ2 ta'at 
setia-nya kapada Tanah Melayu. Sa­
bagaimana pada hari ini Kerajaan 
kita juga telah mempunyai anti-corrup­
tion, kalau boleh saya seru kapada 
Menteri yang berkenaan supaya han­
tarkan beberapa banyak pegawai di­
Pejabat itu supaya kerja2 di-situ betul2 
dapat di-jalankan. Dan tidak-lah pula 
herlaku sa-bagaimana Menteri yang 
bekenaan telah terangkan dahulu ada 
orang yang baharu masok chara haram 
dalam negeri ini telah mempunyai 
Identity Card. Sa-lain daripada itu 
juga supaya dapat menjaga betul2 
orang2 negeri ini dapat menikmati 
kerja2 yang patut di-beri kapada-nya. 
Dan bukan-lah orang yang tidak mem­
punyai kera'ayatan dapat pekerjaan 
dalam negeri ini. Jadi, itu-lah sahaja 
dan saya berharap kapada Menteri yang 
berkenaan dapat menjalankan sa­
berapa yang boleh dan dapat kita pula 
menjaga orang yang betul2 dapat me­
nikmati sa-bagaimana saya telah 
terangkan tadi. 

Mr. V. Veerappen (Seberang Sela­
tan): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to say 
a few words on the Heads under con­
sideration. Under Local Government, 
we are aware that Local Government 
is the business of the States, but as it 
is within the portfolio of the Minister 
of the Interior, I am sure he will be 
able to guide and influence some of 
the Local Councils. 

Sir, most of the Local Councils are 
governed, I understand, by the Muni­
cipal Ordinance and this Ordinance 
deals mainly with towns and villages. 
I speak specially in respect of Rural 
Councils. as I find that the Rural 
Councils have· very little powers and 
can do very little for people who live 
outside town limits and village limits. 
Therefore, I would like the Minister to 
consider increasing the powers of Rural 
Councils, so that the Rural Councils 
will be able to assist the people who 
live outside the village limits, that is 
in kampongs and in estates which are 
now being broken up, because I feel 
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that these people living in the kam­
pongs and villages toQ pay rates but in 
return they get nothing. 

Now, turning to the Department of 
Printing : we appreciate the volume of 
work done by this Department, but I 
would like to raise a few points under 
this. I see here, Sir, that certain States­
Johore, Kedah and Trengganu-have 
their own separate Departments 
whereas other States do not have them. 
I would just like to know whether it 
would not be possible for a ~ntral 
department to manage all the affairs 
for our States. I feel that by having 
centralisation, we may be able to 
increase efficiency and also effect some 
savings. 

The other point, Sir, is in regard to 
Registration . . . 

Dato' Suleiman: Sir, on a point of 
information, I do not understand. Is it 
the intention of the Honourable Mem­
ber to do away with the Printing 
Departments in Johore, Kedah and 
Trengganu? 

Mr. V. Veerappen: I am just making 
a suggestion to the Minister. 

Mr. Speaker: Is it your intention to 
do away with the Printing Departments 
in Johore and Kedah? 

Mr. V. Veerappen: Sir, that is for 
the Minister to decide, What I am 
suggesting is that they might be redun­
dant, because other States do not have 
their own Printing Departments­
Penang and Perak, for example, do not 
have their own Departments to cater 
for their printing. When these States 
can manage, I think that their printing 
work is done by . . . . . 

:tnche' Tajudin bin Ali (Larut 
Utara): Mr. Speaker, Sir, for the in­
formation of the Honourable Member, 
Perak is going to have one. 

Mr. V. Veerappen: Sir, I am suggest­
ing centralisation for economy and 
efficiency. As it is done for other States, 
I think it can also be done for States 
which have their own Departments. 

Sir, coming to Head 48, Registra­
tion-the registration · in respect of 
identity cards, or national registration 
cards. Previously renewal and changes 

in address were done by the post 
offices in rural areas. But now this 
function has been given to Penghulus~ 
as far as I know, that is done in my 
constituency and I think it is done in· 
the State of Penang. I would like to 
say, Sir, that the Penghulus are not 
the persons who have got fixed offices, 
and it is difficult for people to go and 
find them-they will be anywhere-and 
there are no fixed office hours .. There­
fore, it is very difficult for people to 
see them. I would suggest that a public 
officer~may be from the Post Office 
once again or even the Police Station, 
where people know there will be 
regular office hours, that they can get 
the things done and they are quite sure 
of the persons being there-be once 
more called upon to do registration 
work as previously. As it is at present 
where Penghulus do the work the 
people will have to go and wait for 
them. 

£nche' Baron bin Pilus (Trengganu 
Tengah): Tuan Yang di-Pertua, saya 
bangun di-sini berchakap berkenaan 
dengan Local Government ia-itu ber­
kenaan dengan Majlis2 Tempatan. 
Majlis Tempatan ini ada-lah pada 
asas-nya bertujuan hendak menolong 
dan menguruskan hal2 orang di-luar 
bandar supaya lebeh maju lagi. Maka 
kebanyakkan Majlis Tempatan atau 
Local Council saperti di-Trengganu 
kawasan Bukit Payong di-Trengganu 
Tengah dan di-Kuala Trengganu Utara 
yang mana selalu-nya di-dapati ber­
tentangan Majlis Tempata:p. itu dengan 
orang2 kampong, oleh kerana chukai2 
yang di-kenakan itu tetapi apa yang 
di-tadbirkan oleh Kerajaan Tempatan 
itu tidak-lah memberi kesan kapada 
pendudok2 kampong terutama-nya 
saperti jalan2 yang kechil dan sa-bagai­
nya, di-sabalek-nya pula pentadbiran- · 
nya hanya di-tumpukan di-kawasan2 
pekan sahaja. Oleh sebab kelemahan­
nya itu maka kawasan Local Council 
itu terlalu luas, jadi sakira-nya boleh 
pehak Kementerian yang berkenaan ini 
mengubahkan sadikit policy-nya supaya 
di-mana2 kawasan yang luas itu di· 
perkechilkan. Dengan jalan itu saya 
perchaya bahawa Majlis Tempatan itu 
dapat menolong kapada. pendudok2 
luar bandar khas-nya bagi orang• . 
kampong. 
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Satu lagi perkara berkenaan dengan 
pendaftaran. Pendaftatan ini, saya 
tidak-Jah heridak berchakap panjang 
berkenaan dengan Kad Pengenalan 
baharu atau pun pendaftaran baharu 
dengan dua tiga warna itu, tetapi soal 
peridaftaran bagi kanak2 yang baharu 
chukop umor. Baharu2 ini di-Treng­
ganu kebanyakkan-nya kanak2. . di­
kampong yang mana telah chukop 
umor dengan tidak di-sectari oleh ibu 
bapa mereka dan bCrbagai2 perkara 
lagi yang telah di-da'awa oleh pehak 
pendaftaran serta di-hukom kapada 
mereka. Ini boleh di-katakan, banyak 
terjadi di-Pantai Timur, maka dengan 
ini ada-lah satu perkara yang mem­
beratkan juga kapada pendudok2 il.uar 
bandar sCdangkan tujuan Undang2 
Pendaftaran ini ia-lah untok memberi 
peluang kapada kanak2 terl~beh da­
hulu. Mereka itu bukan-lah tidak 
mengikut PCratoran, tetapi oleh kerana 
tidak di-sCdari maka telah di-hukom 
dengan hukoman yang boleh di-kata­
kan berat juga. Ini ada-lah satu per­
kara yang saya bCrharap kapada pehak 
Menteri yang berkenaan supaya dapat 
mengambil ingatan dan sakira-nya 
boleh hendak-lah di-timbangkan de­
ngan sa-mudah2-nya untok pendaftaran 
yang baharu ini. 

Wan Mustapha bm Haji Ali (Kelan­
tan Hilir): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have 
just received a letter this morning with 
reference to Sungei Patani where a man 
has been detained ·for 71 days in a 
prison in Kedah without trial. 

Dato' Suleiman: On a point of in­
formation, Sir, I presume that he is not 
the Honourable Member's client! 

Wan MuAtapha bin Haji Ali: Sir, I 
am here as a politician and not as a 
lawyer. I have mentioned this because 
one Honourable Member from the 
opposite bench has stated in regard 
to people in Sungei Patani, a few 
minutes ago, that quite a number of 
people who are· innocent have been 
sent to this prison and that it was a 
disgrace to that area and to our 
country. The man I am referring to 
was detained for 71 days and· no 
reasons were given. In fact, I think, 
the only reason why he was detained 
was for making good during the 
Elections. With a good motive he wrote 
to a certain Penghulu . . . 

Mr. Speaker: Under Standing Order 
66 (11) which I have read several times, 
it is very clear that you should confine 
yourself to the policy of the service for 
which the money is to be provided. 

Wan Mustapba bin Haji Ali: With 
due respect, Sir, I am referring to 
page 176 of the Estimates, item 36, 
"Flogging Allowance". By reading this 
I thought there would be flogging in 
prison : and, again, on page 178, 
Sub-head 5, item No. (4) "Prison 
Appliances" . . . · 

Dato' Suleinian:·On a point of order, 
Sir, I do not see how flogging has any 
connection with the case he mentioned 
just now. 

Mr. Speaker: He must not mention 
that case and if ht< has anything to 
say he can write to the Minister. 

Wan Mustaplla bin Haji Ali: Sir, 
referring to the very words "Prison 
Appliances" appearing on page 178 of 
the Estimates, do they mean appliances 
to torture the prisoners with? (Dato' 
Suleiman rises). I shall be very glad if 
the Honourable Minister will not 
interrupt i:ne. 

Dato' Suleiman: I was shocked, I was 
surprised. It is too much . . . . 

Mr. Speaker: He just wants you to 
clarify the matter. I think he is entitled 
to that. 

Wan Mustapha bin Haji Ali: As 
there is an amount of $20,000 provided 
under this item, I shall be grateful if 
the Honourable Minister who inter­
rupted me just now will explain what 
these appliances are. 

In conclusion, I wish to say that we 
have a great respect for the Police. We 
believe that they are above . politics 
and we hope that the ruling party will 
not try to interfere with the Police. · 
Further, on the other hand, we hope 
that the Police will not try to do any 
favour in respect of the ruling party, 
because a Member of ·Parliament who 
has been elected to Parliament for, say, 
Ulu Kelantan is not a Member for Ulu 
Kelantan alone, but that as a Member 
of Parliament, he is here for the benefit 
of the country. Thank you~ 

Hajjah Zain binff Sulaiman (Pontian 
Selatan): Yang Berhormat Dato' Penge­
rusi, saya hendak berchaka:p dalam 
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rerkara Identity Card atau Kad Penge­
nalan yang berwarna-warni yang · akan 
di-ubah oleh Menteri yang bCrkenaan, 
kad itu di-warna-warnikan saya tidak 
menghalang apa2, bukan sebab saya 
ini perempuan suka warna2, tetapi saya 
berasa sedih kira-nya kad choklat itu di­
bCrikan kapada mereka yang tertentu itu 
selama-lama-nya dengan tidak di-had­
kan masa-nya. Tetapi, kalau sa-kira­
nya di-bCri kad choklat itu, kemudian 
di-janjikan sa-kian2 lama. yang kad itu 
di-bCrikan kapada mereka dan sa-kira­
nya di-dapati tidak pernah berlaku lagi 
perkara2 yang menyebabkan mereka 
mendapat kad choklat itu dalam masa 
yang di-janjikan itu, bCri·lah pula 
kapada mereka kad biasa yang di-sukai 
oleh ramai; kalau bagitu, Dato' Penge­
i"usi, saya bCrsetuju-lah kad choklat 
itu untok sementara orang itu bCr­
ubah-bCrubah dengan erti-kata yang 
sa-benar2-nya, itu-lah sahaja fikiran 
saya. 

Mr. Tan Cheng Bee (Bagan): Sir, I 
rise to speak generally on page 185, 
~d-Town and Country Planning. 
I myself know that the local councils in 
Penang-i.e., the town councils and the 
rural district councils-have been 
asked to contribute towards the cost 
of running the Town Planning Office 
in Penang, and it appears that the fees 
charged on the respective councils are 
in proportion to the number of plans, 
or the amount of work, they submit 
to this Town Planning Office. Now, 
it is very essential for the local councils 
to refer their plans regularly to the 
Town Planner in ordet to conform to 
the town planning policy regarding 
modem townships. Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
I believe it is the policy of the Federa­
tion Government to assist the local 
councils in their town planning work, 
and I would appeal to the Minister in 
charge to waive these charges made on 
local councils because many of the 
local councils in. Penang and Province 
Welles\ey are struggling very ·hard to 
present a balanced budget and if these 
charges are levied . on these local 
councils it will only be adding on to 
their expenditure and indirectly retard­
ing their development projects. It 

might even discourage their going to 
the Town Planner to seek his advice.· 

Mr. Tan. Phock Kin (Tanjoag): 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to start 
my observations firstly on Head 44-
Fire Services. I notice here that a 
Central Fire School is being established 
and, from my observations, there are 
certain difficulties in local fire services 
sending pupils for instruction to the 
Central Fire School because it involves 
some expenditure in providing for a few 
scholars to attend this school. I would 
suggest that a much better method of 
instruction ·would be, perhaps, to start 
the preparation of some handbooks· in 
the national language and have them 
distributed to various fire services, 
because I believe that most of the 
instructions given in the Central Fire 
School are based on standard texts with 
certain modifications; and I think that 
if that can be done in the national 
language and have those handbooks · 
distributed, it will be of greater benefit 
because I believe that, at least in the 
Fire Services in Penang, instructions 
and reports are always made in the 
national language. So, I would like to 
put this suggestion before the Honour­
able Minister concerned. 

On the question of Local Govern­
ment, I do not think I l;iave anything 
to say. The Honourable Minister may 
like to know that I have no criticism to 
make, either. · · 

Coming now to the Printing Depart­
ment, the Honourable Minister men­
tioned just now that there has been a 
considerable reduction in the expendi­
ture and he attributed that largely to 
the greater efficiency of the department. 
What I would like to- comment is this; 
that a reduction in expenditure this 
year does not necessarily mean that 
there has been an increase in efficiency, 

Dato' Suleiman: I did not say any­
thing about efficiency in my speech. 

Mr. Tan Pbock Kin: Whether h~ 
said that or not, I think he insinuated. 

Dato' Suleiman: I did not insinuate 
. . . . . (Interruption). · 

Mr. Speaker: When an Honourable 
Member speaks the other· Member must 
sit· down. Before the other Member sits 
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down, the '.Honourable Member should 
not speak. 

Dato' Suleiman: You were looking 
at him all the time. 

Mr. Speaker: I was looking at him 
to see whether he would sit down or 
not (Laughter). 

Dato' Suleiman: I said that there 
was a decrease in the expenditure­
that is all. I did not mention "efficiency" 
at all. 

Mr. Tan Pbock Kin: Thank you for 
the clarification. The point which 
I am trying to make is this : the fact 
that the Printing Department is able 
to carry on a greater amount of work 
without any increase, or even with a 
reduction in expenditure, may be due 
to the fact that the Printing Department 
was not fully occupied in previous 
years, because in an enterprise like 
the Printing Department, there are 

· certain amount of, what we call, fixed 
expenditure-whatever the amount of 
work, you have to spend a certain 
amount of fixed expenditure and any 
increase in the amount of work will 
only involve, what we call, a variable 
cost being added in. So, it seems to me 
that this demonstrates one fact i'n that 
the Printing Department in previous 
years might not have employed all its 
equipment fully. So this year, with an 
increase in work, the expenditure is 
not proportionately increased .. So, in 
view of this, I would like the Minister 
to look into the workings of the 
Printing Department. Perhaps, even 
this year the Printing Department may 
not be fully employed. I say this 
because I notice that in the past 
publications by certain Government 
departments are not done by the 
Government Printer but by some 
private printers. So, there may be a 
case to look into. I hope the Honour­
able Minister will take this into con­
sideration so that in future we can keep 
our Printing Department fully employed 
by not resorting to private printers 
unless it is absolutely necessary. 

Coming now to the question of 
Prisons, a lot has been said about 
detention camps and prisons as such, 
and I think this is quite a serious matter 
because I have known of an occasion 

in which all the detainees of a detention 
camp went on a hunger strike because, 
they said, the food served was not of 
a sufficiently good standard, and I think 
this mbtter of catering in detention 
camps should be looked into very 
seriously by the Honourable Minister 
concerned. 

On the question of Registration, I 
have only one small comment to make. 
It is on the question of assisting the 
general public in registration. The 
Government may think that this is an 
expensive thing to do, but I would like 
to point out that a lot of people 
would have to fill in forms and quite 
a large section of our population are 
illiterate and they will have to resort 
to petition writers to 'fill in their forms 
for them and thereby having to· pay 
for their services. I was wondering 
whether the Minister could see his way 
to provide some assistance in this 
matter so that those who apply for 
registration need not have to spend 
money. 

Dato' Mohamed Hanifab bin Haji 
Ab. Gbani (Pasir Mas Hulu): Tuan 
Yang di-Pertua, saya mengemukakan 
berhubong dengan Kepala 44-Fire 
Services. Saya suka berchakap tentang 
perkara Uniform dengan perubahan 
yang ada sekarang, boleh di-katakan 
dahulu bahawa semua Uniform itu 
ada-lah warna biru, tetapi sekarang ini 
ada di-antara negeri2-Kaki-tangan 
Bomba memakai Uniform Kuning. 
Maka sa-patut-nya kalau dapat di­
sama-ratakan di-tiap2 negeri supaya 
Uniform yang di-pakai-nya oleh Kaki­
tangan Bomba itu biar sama wama­
nya, sekarang ini di-dapati ada negeri 
menggunakan Uniform wama kuning 
dan ada pula yang berwarna biru. 
Uniform Kuning ini ada-lah sesuai 
bagi Kaki-tangan Bomba ini. Nampak­
nya molek sangat di-negeri2 yang lain 
memakai kapada warna Uniform 
Kuning. 

Sa-perkara lagi berhubong dengan 
Jabatan Bomba di-Negeri Sembilan­
seremban. Sunggoh pun saya tidak 
pergi di-sana, tetapi saya pernah men~ 
jadi wakil di-Seremban dahulu. Oleh 
yang demikian perkara ini telah 
menjadi satu perkara yang tak puas 
hati di-kalangan orang ramai di-Negeri 
sembilan tambahan pula Jabatan 
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Bomba itu letak-nya di-hujong jalan. 
Kedudokan rumah itu sudah burok. 
Tempat-nya tidak sempuma, jadi 
pehak Negeri 8embilan yang dahulu 
telah menuntut supaya di-adakan satu 
bangunan baharu dan oleh sebab 
seremban tempat lalu lintas orang 
pergi ka-Port Dickson berasa malu 
keadaan rumah Pejabat Bomba yang 
ada sekarang. 

Mr. Speaker: Ini sudah terkeluar 
nampak-nya ..... 

Dato' Mohamed Hanifah bin Haji 
Ab. Ghani: J adi, saya berharap bahawa 
pehak Kementerian yang berkenaan 
akan memandang berat berhubong 
dengan Jabatan Bomba itu, sunggoh 
pun perkara ini . • . . . 

Mr. Speaker: Baik jangan di-terus­
kan. 

Dato' Mohamed Hanifah bin Haji 
Ab. Ghani: Bantuan wang di-atas 
perkara ini ia-lah datang-nya dari 
pehak Federal. 

:£nche' Mohamed Asri bin Haji 
Muda (Pasir Puteh): Tuan Yang di­
Pertua, saya hendak berchakap ter­
utama sakali dalam perkara, muka 172 
ia-itu berkenaan dengan Pejabat 
Chetak-Menchetak Kerajaan. Saya 
perhati daripada Item 1 sampai 35. 
Saya suka memberikan fikiran ia-itu 
tentang pegawai yang sangat penting 
ada-nya dalam Pejabat Chetak-Men­
chetak ini ia-itu Pegawai Menterjemah. 
Dalam Pejabat Chetak-Menchetak. 
saya rasa ada kekurangan beberapa 
orang pegawai untok menterjemah 
dalam bahasa Melayu ka-bahasa 
lnggeris atau sa-balek-nya. Ini sangat2 

mustahak sebab saya rasa Pejabat ini 
tentu berkehendakan segala barang2 

yang di-chetak itu mendatangkan ke­
baikan. Saya berharap benar agat 
buku2 yang di-chetak oleh Government 
Printer mulai pada awal tahun 1960 ini 
di-keluarkan dengan serentak dengan 
memakai bahasa Melayu dan ini . . . . 

Mr. Speaker: Ini di-bawah Head 
berapa? 

:£nche' Mohamed Asri bin Haji 
Muda: Di-bawah Head 46. 

Mr. Speaker: Muka? 

:£nche' Mohamed Asri bin Haji 
Muda: Muka 172. 

Mr. Speaker: Head 46! 

:£nche' Mohamed Asri bin Haji 
Muda: Ya! itu-lah Item 1 sampai 35. 
Saya memerhatikan satu jawatan yang 
sangat penting. 

Mr. Speaker: Kalau ta'ada, ta' boleh 
di-bahathkan, sekarang ta'ada bab itu. 
J adi dalam. peratoran ini yang hendak 
di-bahathkan polisi dan service-nya 
yang ada dalani Estimate. Kalau tidak 
ada, ta' boleh. 

Dato' Suleiman: Tuan Yang di­
Pertua, boleh-kah saya beri penerangan 
sadikit. Saya faham, Chetak-Menchetak 
itu di-tempat lain. 

Mr. Speaker: Ini yang saya hendak 
chakapkan tadi. Terjemahan bukan 
Head ini. 

:£nche' Mohamed Asri bin Haji 
Muda: Tuan Yang di-Pertua, biar-lah 
tinggalkan dahulu. 

Mr. Speaker: Sudah terlansong. 

:£nche' Mohamed Asri bin Haji 
Muda: Perkara Registration atau Pen­
daftaran Kebangsaan. Baharu2 ini kita 
telah membahathkan berkenaan dengan 
perkara pertukaran Kad2 yang baharu 
daripada Kad Pengenalan yang lama, 
dengan memakai wama2 dengan empat 
wama. Saya tidak hendak berchakap 
lagi atas perkara wama, chuma saya 
hendak memberi pandangan kapada 
pehak Kementerian yang berkenaan, 
dalam usaha hendak menukarkan Kad 
Pengenalan yang lama kapada Kad 
Pengenalan yang baharu. Saya rasa 
sangat-lah patut di-adakan satu per­
atoran yang dapat memberi kemudahan 
kapada orang2 kampong. Saya rasa 
kalau-lah di-jalankan saperti pada 
permulaan Pendaftaran dahulu ia-itu 
tahun 1948, ini ada-lah memudahkan 
ra'ayat ia-itu dengan jalan pegawai2 
Pendaftaran itu pergi ka-merata2 
tempat menemui ra'ayat dan membuat 
pendaftaran dengan serta-merta saperti 
yang di-jalankan mula2 kita mengada­
kan Pendaftaran tahun 1948 dahulu. 
Saya rasa perkara ini tentu-lah Kera­
jaan dapat mengatasi tiaP2 ~rkara 
yang telah di-bayangkatt oleh sa-orang 
Ahli Yang BCrhormat tadi ia ·itu per• 
kara petition writer untok memasokkan 



1on 4 DECEMBER 1959 1072 

borang dan sa-bagai-nya. Chuma Saya pernah terbacha dalam surat2 
ra'ayat hanya mengeluarkan duit khabar mengatakan bahawa ada ber­
kerana membuat gambar dan 50 sen puloh2 kali orang2 salah keluar masok 
kerana Pendaftaran itu. dalam Penjara. Jadi, kalau di-didek 

Yang kedua-nya perkara Jabatan untok . kasehka~ kapada manusia 
Penjara atau Prison. Saya rasa kedudo- supaya 1a~g~n membuat kesalaha!l_ dan 
kan Jail; entah-lah baran kali sa a barangkah d1a aka~ oo~tanggong 1awab 
tidak melihat semua-nya dafam Tan~h kapada anak dan isten-nya. 
Melayu ini tetapi memandangkan hen- . ~aya hendak membuat sa!u · cberita 
tok Jail di-Kelantan sekarang ini yang 1a-1tu ada Sa-orang yang ker1a-nya sa­
di-buat di-Pengkalan Chepa, saya rasa b.an masa m~nchuri sah~ja, ~emudian 
ada-lah Jail yang sangat2 bagus. Kalau- d1a. kena Pen1ara le~as 1~u d1a masok 
lah di-seluroh Tanah Melayu ini l~g~ d.an k~luar l.ag1. ~a tahu yang 
dapat mengikuti chontoh saperti yang ker1a it~ ~~nchu~. te~p1 oleh ~erana 
di-buat di-Pengkalan Chepa itu, nafkah isten-nya itu terpa~sa d1-tang­
sangat-lah baik. Apa perkara yang g~n~ !llaka terpaksa-lah d1a. membuat 
saya rasa baik-nya ia-lah rentang peker1aan yang sa-macham 1tu kerana 
rempat kawasan itu tidak-lah bertem- t~k ada apa2 pekerjaan :yan~ lain yang 
bok tinggi macham tabir besi. Seniua h~ndak d1:,b?at-nya, _Jad1, ~Ia t~k tah~ 
latehan ada di-dalam-nya ia-itu late- hend~k ker1a sa-l~m ~ar~ menchun 
ban be~tuka~g dan sa-bagai-nya dan saha1~. oleh se~ab 1tu ~h-m11.1ta s~pay~ 
saya perhatikan orang yang keluar ora~~ yang. kena P~n1ara 1tu d1-ben 
dari Jail itu yang dahulu-nya ta' tahu sadik~t pela1aran .ker1a. Maksud sa.ya 
membuat tukang kayu tetapi sekarang meng1kut dalam Ite~ (14) Guru2 it~ 
sudah pandai membuat korsi-meja dan dan kalau dapa.t ktta tahu saperti 
sa-bagai-nya. mereka yang di-hukom selama 14 

bulan, 16 bulan, 2 tahun dan sa-terus-
. Yang k~ti~a berkenaan dengan soal nya. Jadi, kita sukatkan apa yang 

dtdekan ia~itu Guru2 Ugama, saya patut kita didek, maksud saya bukan 
sangat setU)U dan menyokong panda- yang di-Penjara sa-umor hidup retapi 
ngan yang .telah di-berikan oleh jenis untok memperbaiki ra'ayat kita 
sahabat saya wakil dari Bachok tadi. di-masa yang akan datang. 

:£nche' Abdul Ghani bin. Ishak Mr. Speaker: Sabar dahulu, saya 
(Malacca Utara): Tuan Yang di-Pertua, mahu tengok siapa yang bendak 
di-muka 176 berkenaan dengan Pen- bangun berchakap . . . . 
jara dala~ I!ivision I~I item (14) AN HONOURABLE MEMBER: Tuan 
T.each~s di-tubs Guru2 itu 10, kemu- Pengerusi . . . . . 
d1an item (21) Teachers-Vernacular 
Men (Trained) ia-itu Guru2 Rendah. 
Sa-lepas itu dalam Division IV item 
(31) Religious Teacher. Jadi, apa yang 
hendak saya sebutkan di-sini ia-lah 
item (14) di-tulis bahawa Guru2 itu 
10, apa-kith Gunii .itu? Saperti mana 
yang telah di-sebutkan oleh sahabat 
saya Yang Berhormat dari .Batu 
Pahat Dalam yang mana· meminta 
supaya di-perbanyakkan lagi Guru2 

Ugama dengan tak di-kira apa juga 
Ugama-nya kerana bendak di-didek 
jiwa orang2 yang sudah di-hukom 
Penjara itu. Sa-kira-nya kalau kita ber­
kehendakkan ra'ayat kita memakan 
batu di·Penjara barangk.ali bCtuMah, 
ma'ana-nya kita mendiamkan orang2 

salah itu, sa-lepas itu barangkali 
mereka . tak akan membuat salah lagi. 

Mr. Speaker: Nampak-nya sa-rentak 
sahaja yang hendak berchakap, oleh 
kerana itu kalau hendak berchakap 
hendak-lah sa-iberapa lekas. 

Mr. Kang Kock Seng (Baha · Pahat): 
Mr. Speaker, I have a small observa­
tion regarding the town and country 
planning in our country, especially 
with regard to the town planning in 
every State. Mr. Speaker, it is all very 
well to prepare lovely colourful plans 
for our town planning in this country, 
but I think the planners themselves 
should be asked to visit the towns and 
make thorough on-the-spot inspection 
about the conditions of the land, 
whether they are solid or swampy. the 
existing types of buildings· and roads 
or any other local circumstances that 
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may be affected by the said plan. Mr. 
Speaker, normally, a town planner 
would draw up a colourful plan setting 
up a particular type of building and 
the maximum amount of lots for 
that '·particular area, without con­
sidering the actual local conditions. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, if such planning still 
carries on, I am afraid that instead of 
improving out t'Owns, it may have the 
reverse action. When I $ay that, Mr. 
Speaker, it is because I have personal 
experience . from my own town, where 
lovely plans have been passed by the 
Town Council arid when the 
owners are being asked to put up that 
particular type of buildings, they find 
it is most unsuitable, and therefore the 
progress of the town is being hampered. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir. I earnestly appeal 
to the Honourable Minister to take a 
serious view about this suggestion, and 
I thank him very much. 

:f.nche' Mohd. Yosof bin Mahmud 
(Temerloh): Tuan Yang ·di-Pertua, saya 
bendak berchakap sadikit bCrkenaan 
dengan Registration, yang mana 
peruntokkan wang-nya sa•banyak 
$3,915,547. Berkenaan dengan Regis­
tration ini, kita telah meluluskan Rang 
Undang2-nya bagi mengadakan Kad 
Pengenalan yang berbagai2 warna. 
maka saya minta dalam masa 
penukaran Kad Pengenalan itu kelak, 
supaya keterangan2 berhubongan 
dengan hari beranak yang lama itu. 
yang mana kedapatan banyak hari 
beranak-nya tidak betul, kerana dalam 
tahun 1948 dahalu semasa Dzarurat, 
mereka telah mendaftarkan nama. 
tetapi berhubong dengan hari beranak 
kebanyakkiw-nya tidak betul. oleh 
kerana di~ambil sambil lewa $ahaja 
dengan tidak mengambil keterangan 
yang penoh. · 

Keterangan2 dalam Kad Pengenalan 
ini ada-lah yang di-pegang oleh Pro­
vident Fund, jadi mengikut Kad 
Pengenalan ini-lah yang . mana me­
nunjokkan dan membolehkan mereka 
mengambil wang dari simpanan-nya 
itu. :Dalam Kad Provident Fund itu 
kebanyakkan-nya · keterangan · umor 
pada masa itu tidak berapa betul 
dengan keteranga:n yang penoh, jika 
umor-nya 60 tahun pada masa dia 
mendaftarkan dahulu. tetapi di-tuliskan 

45 tahun sahaja. Oleh kerana pen­
daftaran ini akan berjalan tak berapa 
lama lagi, maka · saya -min ta supaya 
dapat di-beri peluang kapada mereka:2 
untok membetulkan balek bCrhubong 
dengan hari bCranak-nya, walau dengan 
apa chara sekali pun ia~itu sabagai, 
dengan chara bersumpah supaya mem­
beri peluang boleh membetulkan hari 
beranak mereka. Dengan jalan ini akan 
memberi kesenangan kapada mereka2 
supaya · dap<!,t menuntut wang2 Pro­
vident Fund-nya kemudian kelak. 

Di-kampong saya: ada di-dapati dl@ 
tiga orang yang saya tahu terang2 

bahawa umor-nya 65 tahun, tetapi 
mengikut Kad Pengenalan-nya umor· 
nya baharu 48 tahun sahaja. Mereka2 

berkata : "Kita hendak mati pun tak 
dapat mengeluarkan wang Provident 
Fund." Saya suroh mereka2 berjumpa 
dengan District Officer, dan District 
Officer suroh mereka buat surat sumpah 
untok mendapat wang Provident Fund­
nya. Tetapi kata pegawai yang ber­
kenaan, "mesti ikut surat beranak atau 
mengikut Kad Pengenalan, lc-alau tidak, 
tak boleh ambil wang Provident Fund 
itu." Saya minta-lah kapada Ke­
menterian yang berkenaan agar di-beri 
peluang kapada mereka2 supaya boleh 
membetulkan tarikh beranak di-dalam 
Kad Pengenalan-nya yang baharu2. 

Mr. Woo Saik Hong (Telok Anson): 
Mr. Speaker, on the question of town 
planning, I think this is a thing which 
is not heard of quite often, but then 
is of· the utmost importance. There 
are towns which have been built long 
time ago, when there was no proper 
planning, and as a result a lot of 
slums have been created.- and towns 
have been built 'in a haphazard way. 
Sir; I do say that this department is 
a very, very important one, if we want 
to develop our country especially 
when we are a young country. Sir, I 
d6 notice from these Estimates that 
there is being allotted just a skeleton 
staff for the whole of the Federation. 
l will give just an instaoce. In my 
constituency, Sir, there are a number 
of hollsing projects which have been 
proposed, but due to the shortage of 
staff in the Town Planning Depart­
ment,· it has not been possit>le to go 
ahead and as a result the town 
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planning in my constituency has been 
delayed-and the answer that we got 
was that it is due to shortage of 
experienced staff. Sir, may I appeal to 
the Minister concerned to pay more 
attention to this Department and try to 
recruit more of the staff ·so that the 
development of our country won't be 
hampered. 

Wan Yahya bin Haji Wan Moha­
med (Kemaman): Tuan Yang di-Pertua, 
saya suka hendak berchakap sadikit 
sahaja ia-itu di-muka 164, Sub-head 8 
berkenaan Development of Rural 
Services ia-ini berkenaan dengan Pem­
bangunan Luar Bandar yang mana 
peruntokkan ini di-tujukan kapada 
Local Council. Saya suka menarek 
perhatian Yang Berhormat Menteri 
yang berkenaan ia-itu di-satengah2 

Local Council di-Pantai Timur mithal­
nya di-Kelantan ..... 

Dato' Suleiman: On a point of order, 
Sir. Perkara ini telah di-bawa se­
malam. 

Mr. Speaker: Page 164, item 8. 

Dato' Suleiman: Emergency Expen­
diture, item 8 Development of Rural 
Services "i", Previously provided under 
Head "Local Government". 

Mr. Speaker: Perkara ini sudah di­
bahathkan se-malam di-bawah Kepala 
45 Local Government. 

Dato' Suleiman: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in 
reply to the Honourable Member for 
Bungsar, I have visited many prisons 
in the Philippines and I saw the food 
provided. The food was of a high 
standard, and I also went to detention 
camps in the .southern islands of the 
Philippines. They were provided with 
food of a high quality. I went to Batu 
Gajah Prison Camp myself, and I was 
taken round. They did not want me 
to see the food there, but I told the 
officer in charge that I wanted to see 
the food. They opened the food store 
and I saw it. I also went to the 
kitchen there and took a look in the 
cooking pots. I saw the food, and the 
food that I saw there was of a very 
high standard; in fact, I told them that 
if the people in my constituency 
could get one meal per week of the 
food that was given in the detention 

camp or prison, they would be lucky­
and those people had to earn money 
to buy their food. In the detention 
camp the detainees are allowed to 
bring in their own food, and the 
standard of food provided, although 
not very high, still the detainees could 
supplement the food with their own 
money, and if the detainees cooked 
their own food, they are paid for it. 

Mr. V. David: On a point of clarifi­
cation, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Minister said that the detainee can 
buy food with his own money. Will 
the Minister say through what source 
the money is obtained by the detainee? 

Mr. Speaker: I don't think an answer 
is necessary. Please l.'roceed. 

Dato' Suleiman: Mr. Speaker, I will 
lose my estimation of the Honourable 
Member if he keeps on asking questions 
afterwards. He should have asked 
questions just now, but as he has 
been allowed the opportunity, I mean 
to answer his question. There is money 
to be earned by working. Of course, 
there are some people . . . . 

Mr. V. David: I didn't get a job, 
Mr. Speaker, when I was detained 
myself. 

Dato' Suleiman: I am not an 
apologist, I am telling the facts. The 
thing is that in Batu Gajah-1 know, 
I have been there and I met many of 
the detainees-food is brought in by 
relatives. 

Now, with regard to the medical 
facilities, Sir, I have not received any 
complaints. I went there myself in 
the past-anybody could see me and 
I asked them to tell me everything. I 
went there, and there was not a single 
complaint. Therefore, Sir, much as I 
would like to oblige my Honourable 
friend there, I cannot agree that a 
committee should be set up. I am sure 
my Honourable friend will have 
enough faith and confidence in me 
that I will see that justice is done. 

Sir, with regard to this brown­
"chocolate"-identity card-I have a 
new translation which the Prime Minis­
ter has just given me: kuning tua-1 
am still considering and consulting 
about the procedures to be adopted 
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for the issue of these cards. I can 
assure Honourable Members that. 
within my powers: within my capacity, 
I would like to see that every fair 
chance will be given, every conceivable 
fairness, every conceivable opportunity 
that will lead to justice will be seen 
to. I am sorry, Sir, if my Honourable 
friend does not like the reply, but that 
is all I can give him. 

Ahli Yang Berhormat dari Sungai 
Petani tadi berchakap berkenaan dengan 
Air-condition. Pada fahaman saya, 
jikalau-lah ada wang bagus di-beri 
Air-condition pada pekerja2 kerana 
saya nampak benar kerja yang di-buat 
itu banyak. Tetapi berkenaan dengan 
perkara ini ada-lah mustahak kerana 
menyimpan barang2 dan serba-serbi­
nya itu berkebendakkan dalam bilek 
sejok. Saya menerima kaseh banyak2 
kapada Ahli Yang Berhormat kerana 
baharu kali ini saya mendengar Ahli 
Yang Berhormat meminta supaya di­
tambah wang dalam Kementerian saya, 
tetapi agak-nya Menteri Kewangan 
boleh jadi dia pengsan atau menjerit 
kerana dalam Kerajaan ini ada-lah 
priority dan priority yang saya dapat 
ada-lah ka-bawah benar. 

Berkenaan dengan Bomba atau Fire 
Services ini, yang sa-benar-nya sa­
bagaimana sa-orang daripada Ahli 
Yang Berhormat tadi berchakap Ex­
cutive Power, perbelanjaan semua-nya 
kebanyakan ada-lah di-bawah kuasa 
negeri masing2 dan kalau berkehendak­
kan wang lebeh, selalu-nya negeri2 ini 
tidak hendak mengeluarkan-nya. 

Berkenaan dengan Penjara Sungai 
Petani itu, jikalau-lah betul2 bagaimana 
kata Ahli Yang Berhormat tadi ia-itu 
orang2 di-sana terlampau baik, kita 
harap-lah orang2 yang baik itu dapat 
menunjokkan tauladan kapada orang2 

jahat yang datang ka-sana (Ketawa) 
supaya mereka itu boleh baik. 

Dalam perkara bangunan itu, kalau 
ta' di-gunakan, jadikan Trade School, 
ini saya takut dan saya berharap-lah 
bahang2 Penjara itu tidak berjangkit 
kapada budak2 Trade School itu 
(Ketawa). 

Bagi menjawab Ahli Yang Berhormat 
dari Batu Pahat Dalam tadi fasal me­
ngajar ugama dalam Penjara, say sifat­
kan perkara ini. 

Sir, with regard to the question raised 
by the Honourable Member for 
Menglembu about notice to relatives 
of impending executions, I will give 
the matter careful consideration. 

Bagi menjawab kapada Ahli Yang 
Berhormat dari Bachok, sa-bagaimana 
saya katakan dalam masa saya menge­
mukakan Rang Undang2 Meshuarat, 
saya akan mengambil berat benar 
perkara ini kerana saya tahu benar sa­
bagaimana kesulitan berkenaan dengan 
Kad Pengenalan ini. Dan orang2 yang 
sakira-nya telah mendapat kad choklat 
atau kuning itu boleh dapat, sa-sudah 
sampai masa-nya, kad baharu dan 
masa-nya tidak-lah tertentu sa-kira-nya 
dia baik dan pula kuasa-nya itu kapada 
saya, boleh-lah saya chepatkan lagi. 

Berkenaan dengan bayaran Guru2 
Ugama dalam Penjara, ini satu masa'a­
lah yang sadikit susah kerana gaji2 

pegawai itu ada-lah mengikut tingkatan 
gaji dalam tiap2 negeri itu sendiri. Apa­
bila Kerajaan Persekutuan hendak 
memberi gaji kapada Guru Ugama 
dalam Penjara dalam sa-sa-buah negeri 
itu hendak-lah mengikut tingkatan gaji 
dalam negeri itu, jika tidak, susah-lah 
kerana guru2 dalam Penjara, sunggoh 
pun di-bawah Kerajaan Persekutuan 
tetapi kalau hendak kita naikan gaji2-
nya, lain daripada Guru2 Ugama dalam 
negeri itu yang bukan dalam Penjara, 
Guru2 Negeri nanti marah dan terpaksa­
lah di-naikkan. 

:£nche' Zulkiftee bin Mohammed 
(Bachok): Tuan Yang di-Pertua, untok 
penjelasan, saya maksudkan bukan gaji 
peringkat bawah tidak mustahak di­
bagi gaji tinggi tetapi oleh kerana 
tugas-nya agak besar sadikit. Jadi, kita 
ambil guru2 dalam negeri ini yang 
sudah bekerja lama, mithal-nya, sudah 
10 tahun bekerja, baharu-lah dia di­
masokkan bekerja di-dalam Penjara 
supaya dapat . . . . . . 

Dato' Suleiman: Kalau bagitu, saya 
akan tengok perkara itu. · 

:£nche' ZulkHlee bin Muhammed: 
Terima kaseh. 

Dato' Suleiman: Berkenaan dengan 
jawapan kapada Ahli Yang Berhormat 
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darl Melaka Selatan, terima -kaseh di­
atas shor2-nya itu. Kalau ada lagi shor­
nya, saya terima kaseh sa-kira-nya di-
beri tahu. . 

Sir, in reply to the Honourable 
Member for Seberang Selatan about 
Local Government, I have heard in· this 
House_ this morning two views with 
regard to Local Councils-one View 
wants more power for the Local 
Councils and the other wants less power 
for Local Councils. Therefore, I will 
take the middle view and will- go into 
both points of view (Laughter). · 

With regard to the Printing Depad­
ments in the other States mentioned by 
the Honourable Members, these are 
branches of the main office .at Kuala 
Lumpur. They are very necessary 
because it is cheaper in the end, as the 
States have had to publish their own 
State Gazettes ·as well; besides the 
work ·that is being Carried out by the 
Printing Department Headquarters is 
too much, and they cannot cope with it: 
so, sometimes they have got to send 
some printing work to the Printers in 
the other States. This is very necessary. 

I will go into the question of the 
giving of power for the changing of 
addresses on identity cards to Penghulus 
vis-a-vis the Post Office. Probably the 
reason behind it is that the Penghulus 
know about these people who come and 
live in the area of the Penghulu con­
cerned. However, I will go into it. 

Bagi menjawab Ahli Yang Berhor­
mat dari Trengganu Tengah yang mana 
kata-nya kawasan Kerajaan nmpatan 
atau Local Council itu terlalu hias; 
maka Kementerian saya akan melihat 
dan menyiasat -_ p&kara ini dan akan 
menolong dengan sa-berapa yang boleh 
saperti mana kesulitan2 yang di-alami 
di-sana. Tetapi, berkenaan dengan 
Pendaftaran Kad Pengenalan yang 
mana kanak2 yang sudah sampai 
chukop umor-nya patut mengambil 
Kad Pengenalan itu maka pada pen­
dapat saya bahawa perkara itu ada-lah 
tanggong jawab ibu bapa mereka 
sendiri. Perkara ini sa-memang ada 
dalam tiap2 negeri ia-itu- "Ignorance of 
law is no excuse" ia-ini yang tak tahu­
kan Undang2 itu bukan _terlepas dari­
pada terkena huloman atau terkena 
salah di•bawah Und·ang2 itu. 

Saya berharap kapada ibu bapa 
mereka yang anak2.:nya sudah sampai 
chukop umor itu inaka hendak-lah 
mengambil Kad Pengenalan, kerana 
Ahli Yang Berhormat tahu dan telah 
bersetuju dengan saya bahawa Kad 
Pengenalan ini ada-lah mustahak. Jadi, 
saya berharap kapada :Ahli Yang 
Berhormat tolong·lah sampaikan 
perkara ini kapada orang2 di-sana di­
samping itu patut-lah di-beri tahu 
berkenaan dengan hal ini ia-itu 
hukoman yang besar saperti mana yang 
telah di-terangkan ole-b. sahabat saya 
wakil dari Trengganu Tengah tadi. 

In reply to the Honourable Member 
for Kelantan Hilir, I am sorry to say 
that the -Honourable Member has not 
put up a case although I should like 
to have heard it. I was so shocked that 
I wanted to jump up from my seat 
when he made that serious allegation, 
because I do not think he could have 
made such a very serious allegation . . 

Mr. Speaker: I have already ruled 
that out. 

Dato' Suleiman: He did not give the 
reasons. 

Mr. Speaker: Not necessary to reply 
to that. 

Dato' SuJeiman: In that case I have 
nothing much to reply to him. With · 
regard to the Police . . . . . 

Wan Mustapba bin Haji Ali: On a 
point of clarification, I would like to 
have a_ reply in regard to page 176, 
item (36) Flogging Allowance, as shown 
in the Estimates. 

Dato' Suleiman: Sir, that.:allowance 
is paid to the executioner, who also 
does the work of whipping. I can 
assure the Honourable Member that no 
whipping is done unless it is ordered 
by the Court. 

With regard to the use of political 
influence by - the ruling party on the 
Police, I _do not know if the Honour­
able Member himself has tried to in­
fluence the Police. We have not tried 
to do this. So far as the Government 
is concerned, we would like to see· the 
Civil Service, the ·Police; the Military, 
and so on free from whatever political 
influence-they must not meddle in 
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politics. That I can assure the Honqur­
able Member. Can be give me an 
instance? · 

Wan Maltapba bin Haji Ali: Do you 
want it now? 

Mr. Speaker: Not now. 

Dato' Suleiman: He should have 
given an instance just now. 

Bagi menjawab Ahli Yang Berhor­
mat dari Pontian Selatan berkenaan 
dengan wama kad ini maka saya sudah 
dapati rerjemahan-nya sekarang ia-itu 
warna "Kuning Tua". Perkara ini 
jangan-lah di-susahkan berkenaan 
dengan warna Choklat itu. 

Sir, in replying to the Honourable 
Member for Bagan on the question of 
town planning, I would also like to 
take the opportunity o.f replying to the 
other Honourable Members who talked 
on town planning. With regard to· town 
planning, it is not so easy to get Town 
Planners. I had often thought if I 
could only get Town Planners .as easily 
as I go to the market to buy fish. my 
work would have been much easier. I 
can assure this House that this is not 
the case-when I was in Denmark in 
1956 I saw a representative from East 
Pakistan running everywhere trying to 
get Town Planners but he could not 
get them. Therefore, we have intro­
duced training in town planning for 
our own people. I think, if I remember 
correctly, at least three have come 
back now. Sir, it must be remembered 
that Town Planners are scarce and 
their suggestions and advice must be 
followed. I have known of iristances 
where Town Councils have rejected 
their advice and suggestions. Therefore, 
I am ·surprised to hear in this House 
that Town Planners have not done their 
duties. In fact, what I know is that 
they are frustrated. 

Sir, with regard to the HohOurable 
Member for Teluk Anson, I cannot 
believe ..... 

Mr. Tan Cheng Bee: Sir, on a point 
of clarification, I was asking the 
Honourable Minister to waive the 
charge levied against the Local Coun­
cils in respect of contribution towards 
the Town Planner's Office. I was not 
complaining against the Town Planner. 

or Town Planning or anything like that. 
I was just asking the Government to 
W!live the charges levied against Town 
Councils in respect of their contribution 
towards the running of the Department 
in·-Penang. 

Dato' Suleiman: With your permis­
sion, Srr, I will reply to all :Honourable 
Members who spoke on town planning 
in general. There are quite a number of · 
speakers who spoke on this. So, I do 
not mean the Honourable Member 
there .. However, Sir. I would like to say 
this i!l ~eply to the Honourable Mem; 
her for Telok Anson. So far as l know 
there was a proposal to evacuate 
Telok Anson and probably that is 
the reason why buildings are not 
allowed to be built-not because the 
delay was due to town planning-he 
could go back and investigate. 

Mr. Woo Saik Hong: Sir, definitely 
I have been told by the Town Planner 
that he is short of staff. It is not a 
question of evacuation of the town. It 
is a question of the shortage of trained 
staff which the Town Planner cannot 
get overnight. In fact, I suggest, I beg. 
the Honourable Minister concerned to 
try and see his way to train :tnore staff 
for these various Town Planning Offices 
to assist in putting up plans. 

Dato' Suleiman: Sir, as I have ex­
plained just now, it is not easy. One 
has to be a magician-which I am 
not-to produce Town Planners, other­
wise it is very difficult 

In reply to the Honourable Member 
for Tanj6ng, with regard to the Fire 
Services School, the training given there 
. cannot be obtained through any books. 
In 1956 from Denmark I went to visit 
England for 14 days, and I had occa­
sion to go and see demonstrations put 
up by the Fire Services there and also 
by the firms making these equipment 
for the Fire Services. I say this because 
the training that is given in this school 
cannot be acquired through handbooks, 
and we cannof risk equipment which 
cost thousands and thousands of dollars 
for giving instruction through hand­
books. The school is very necessary. 

Sir, coming to the Printing Depart­
ment, the Honourable Member sug­
gested that the reduction in expenditure 



1083 4 DECEMBER 1959 1084 

might be due t<> the Printing Depart­
ment being not fully employed in the 
previous years. I can assure the 
Honourable Member that since I be­
came the Minister in charge of this 
Department two years ago, I have not 
dared to go anywhere near there. be­
cause they have so much work, they 
have not enough staff, they want a 
new building, they want extension and 
so on, for which I could not get 
priority. So, I dare not go anywhere 
near there. The work is so much that 
the decrease is not due to anything that 
the Honourable Member has in mind~ 
but due to tfi.e installation of new 
machinery which can produce printing 
much quicker than the old machine 
and in a much bigger vol~me. I am 
quite sure that the Honourable Mem­
ber would not like me to get into more 
trouble by going to the Printing 
Department. (Laughter.) 

With regard to the Prison food, I 
think I have replied to that just now. 
I know the Honourable Member 
believes me-so he can take it. 

With regard to Registration, now, 
Sir, here is a good reply. I think great 
minds think together. I have just been 
thinking these few · days about this 
filling of forms, and now he brings it 
up here, but the only thing is that I 
anticipated what he was going to say­
great minds think alike. Thank you. 

Bagi menjawab Ahli Yang Berhor­
mat dari Pasir Mas Hulu berkenaan 
dengan Uniform dan wama-nya itu 
maka perkara ini yang sa-benar-nya 
ia-lah di-bawah kuasa Kerajaan2 
Negeri. 

I do not think I need to reply to the 
other Honourable Members because 
there are not many points raised. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
The sum of $14,136,071 for Heads 43 

to 49 inclusive ordered to stand part 
of the Schedule. 

Head 53-

Dato' Suleiman: Tuan Speaker dan 
Ahli2 Yang Berhormat, sunggoh pun 
perbelanjaan yang ada di-dalam Esti­
mates ini di·bawah Kemenrerian Ke· 
hakiman, yang sa-benar-riya itu salah 
chetak; pejabat ini ia-lah di-bawah 

Kementerian saya. Kepala 53 ini ia-lah 
berkenaan dengan Official Assignee, 
ia-itu berkenaan dengan kalau saya ta' 
salah orang bankrupt (Ketawa) dan 
Pendaftaran Company, Pendaftaran 
Trade Union dan Pendaftaran Masha­
rakat. Yang sa-benar-nya pejabat ini 
ketua-nya di-bawah dua, tiga Men­
teri, berkenaan dengan Official As· 
signee, Registrar of Companies dan 
Registrar of Societies di-bawah Ke­
menterian saya tetapi berkenaan dengan 
Registrar of Trade Union di-bawah 
Menteri Buroh. 

Perbelanjaan ini ada sadikit sahaja 
naik-nya tetapi ada terselamat sadikit 
wang di-sebabkan beberapa jawatan2 
yang tidak dapat di-penohi dan per­
belanjaan tidak ada sadikit pun 
berubah daripada tahun 1959 dan 
1960, itu-lah sahaja, Tuan Speaker. 

Mr. K. Karam Singh: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I would refer to the Registrar of 
Trade Unions, and I have one request 
to make and that is that the function 
of the Registrar of Trade Unions be 
not made solely to strike off or ban 
dynamic trade unions which really 
represent the workers and which in the 
true sense of the word strive for the 
economic interest of their members. 

Mr. Speaker: You are always going 
beyond Standing Order 66 (11). I have 
repeatedly said that the debate should 
be confined to that policy of the service 
for which money is provided. Please 
confine your remarks to that. 

Mr. K. Karam Singh: Sir, we hope 
that the Registrar of Trade Unions 
is not made an instrument for sup­
pressing or banning true and dynamic 
trade unions which, in the true sense 
of the word, fight for their members. 

Mr. V. David: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
referring to the Registrar of Trade 
Unions, I have nothing much to say be­
cause the other day when I spoke on 
the Policy Speech I elaborated on this. 
However, I would like to make a few 
ob8ervations as we are now debating 
the estimates for the Head-Registrar 
of trade Unions, etc. Sir, the Trade 
Union Ordinance is there for the 
Registrar of Trade Unions to follow, 
but he should not confine strictly to 
the Trade Union Ordinance, and 
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should hold certain amount of sym­
pathy and consideration for the 
workers organisations. Workers organi­
sations are not like other public bodies 
or organisations, where they have men 
who really understand the law, or they 
can engage people who know the law 
as they have the money to do so. The 
workers organisations are formed by 
workers and as such it is up to the 
Government to offer aible guidance apd 
assistance when and where they are 
necessary. 

Sir, in accordance with the Trade 
Union Ordinance, the Registrar of 
Trade Unions has called for the re­
registration of all unions. November 
30th of 1959 was the last target date 
for all unions to submit their applica­
tions for re-registration, and unions 
cannot function until the unions are 
so re-registered. While re-registering 
the unions, I call upon the Govern­
ment to apply the law with sympathy 
and consideration. 

Toan Haji Hassan Adli bin Haji 
Arsbad (Kuala Trengganu Utara): 
Tuan Yang di-Pertua, Tuan, saya 
hendak rnenarek perhatian Menteri 
yang berkenaan pada Kepala 53 yang 
terbit dalam muka 193, Item 1, 21, 22, 
23, berkenaan dengan Registrar of 
Societies. Apa yang saya hendak sebut­
kan di-sini ia-lah satu perkara ber­
kenaan jawatan Pendaftaran dan Peno­
long Pendaftaran ini, ia-itu rnenurut 
yang saya tahu ooberapa tahun dahulu 
mithal-nya di-dalarn tahun 1950, 1951 
dan di-bawah-nya itu lagi, sa-tahun 
dua, penuntut2 di-dalam negeri ini di­
benarkan rnenubohkan kesatuan2 
mereka yang menggabongkan penun­
tut2 itu baik peringkat negeri aiau pun 
peringkat seluroh Persekutuan. Ma'­
ana-nya, mereka tidak-lah hanya di­
benarkan rnenubohkan satu kesatuan 
mereka di-dalam sekolah mereka 
sendiri. Tetapi, Tuan Yang di-Pertua, 
apa yang saya tahu ia-itu pada masa 
yang akhir2 ini, ada larangan2 daripada 
pehak Pendaftaran kapada penuntut2 
yang hendak menubohkan atau 
hendak menjalankan kesatuan2-nya 
yang menggabongkan penuntut2 itu 
daripada p~ringkat negeri atau dari­
pada peringkat Persekutuan. 

Saya faham, Tuan Yang di-Pertua, 
halangan ini di .. buat ia-lah kerana 
hendak rnengelakkan penuntut2 itu ya­
'ani. kesatuan penuntut2 itu daripada 
di-gunakan oleh pengaroh2 yang tidak 
di-ingini, umpama-nya, pengaroh2 
yang di-katakan anasir2 subversive 
dalam negeri ini. Tetapi, halangan2 ini, 
Tuan Yang di-Pertua, telah pun me­
nyekat kemajuan beberapa gulongan 
penuntut2 yang di-perchayai tidak 
boleh menjadi alat kapada anasir2 sub­
versive ini. Saya katakan-lah, umpama­
nya penuntut2 Melayu atau penuntut2 
di-sekolah Ugama Islam dalam negeri 
ini. Jadi, Tuan Yang di-Pertua, saya 
berharap Kementerian yang berkenaan 
supaya dapat-lah merundingkan per­
kara ini dengan Pendaftaran itu 
supaya halangan2 itu dapat di-longgar­
kan. SCbab kalau sakira-nya ada 
sekatan2 itu di-buat dengan alasan 
takutkan penuntut2 di-gunakan kata­
lah oleh anasir2 politik maka Kerajaan 
telah ada Undang2 dan telah ada 
pegawai2 penyiasat yang boleh memer­
hatikan pergerakan penuntut2 itu. Sa­
bagai sa-buah negara yang telah 
merdeka, Tuan Yang di-Pertua, saya 
memandang patut-lah kita melihat 
jauh di-negeri2 luar keraria di-negeri2 
yang maju ..... 

Mr. Speaker: Ada barangkali Ahli2 
yang lain hendak berchakap ! 

Tuan Haji Hassan Adli bin Haji 
Arshad: Penuntut2 itu di-benarkan oleh 
Pemerentah-nya dengan bebas-nya 
mengambil bahagian yang chergas di­
segala lapangan pergerakan di-dalam 
negeri itu, itu-lah sahaja. 

:tnche' Abdul Ghani bin Ishak 
(Malacca Utara): Tuan Yang di-Pertua, 
dalam Kepala 53, saya suka hendak 
mendapat penerangan dari pehak 
Menteri yang berkenaan, ada-kah 
pehak Pendaftaran menerima pegawai2 
yang menjadi pegawai bagi pehak 
Trade Union itu bukan daripada 
ra'ayat Persekutuan Tanah Melayu? 
Saya ta' faham dalam perkara ini dan 
saya harap mendapat penerangan. 

Yang kedua, saya rasa kita dalam 
zaman merdeka ini hendak-lah me­
mandang perkara pembenaan negara 
ada-lah yang pertama sa-kali dalam 
hal ini. Saya memandang sa-saorang 
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pekerja .·itu ada-lah ra'ayat .dan bagi 
pehak kita bukan-lah pula orang2 
lain semua sa-kali. Jadi, bagi pehak 
Ahli2 Yang Berhormat ini patut-lah 
memberi galakan yang benar2 kapada 
pEgawai2 Trade Union ini. Dan kalau 
dapat kita membuat Undang2 supaya 
pegawai2 Trade Union itu hendak-lah 
terdiri daripada pekerja2-nya sendiri. 
Tidak boleh-lah di-bagikan kapada 
orang lain dari ra'ayat negeri ini; 
mithal-nya kalau di-buat Undang2~ 
orang yang tidak bersangkut-paut 
dengan Trade Union umpama-nya 
chllam satu2 perkara itu di-ben · tugas· 
dalam ketja yang bukan pula tempat­
nya. Perkara ini, Tuan Yang di-Pertua, 
saya rasa harus-lah; kalau terkeluar 
pun saya minta ma'af kerana perkara 
ini sangat munasabah kita timbangkan, 
takut perkara2 yang tidak so-chochok 
dalam kema'moran Trade Union akan 
dapat di-tokok tambah atau di-panjang­
pendekkan oleh orang yang tidak 
merasa beban tanggongan ahli2-nya 
sendiri. Perkara yang boleh menjadi 
kebaikan tetapi jangan lupa daripada 
apa · kerja yang mustahak maka tidak 
luput ia daripada keburokan. 

Dato' Suleiman: Dato' Pengerusi, 
yang saya dapat menjawab berkenaan 
dengan Ahli Yang Berhormat Kuala 
Trengganu Utara, sa-benar-nya perkara 
itu telah di-fikirkan oleh Kerajaan 
Persekutuan, tujuan-nya ia-lah hendak 
menjaga daripada subversive. Kalau 
hendak di-longgarkan, itu saya chuba­
lah tengok dahulu, itu bukan-nya 
senang. Saya berchakap di-sini tidak· 
lah bertujuan kapada politik, ini saya 
beri penerangan yang sa-benar-nya. 
Berkenaan dengan politik, ta' ada. ber­
kenaan dengan tidak ada subversive. 
hetul. Jadi kalau hendak di-beri kapada 
penuntut2 itu boleh-lah di-siasat dahulu 
dan sudah di-berikan kenyataan yang 
penoh baharu-lah boleh di-timbangkan. 
Di-sini-lah dapat saya terangkan. Ber­
kenaan dengan jawapan yang lain itu, 
itu ada-lah daripada Menteri Buroh. 

The Minister of Labour (Eucbe' 
Bahaman): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would 
like to reply to _the Honourable 
Member for Damansara. He asked that 
the Registrar of Trade Unions should 
not be made an instrument of Govern· 
nient for banning dynamic trade 

unions. I would like to inform the 
Honourable Member that the policy of 
the Government is to foster the develop· 
ment of a strong, free, responsible 
and democratic trade union. movement 
both among employers and employees 
and to promote harmonious and fruitful 
co-operation between them, and so it 
is not the intention on the part of this 
Government to make use of the 
R~gistrar of Trade Unions for re­
pressive measures at all. 

With regard to my Honourable 
friend the Member from Bungsar, Sir, 
he mentioned about the law-that the 
Trade Unions Ordinance should be 
applied sympathetically, I would remind 
the Honourable Member that the 
Trade Unions Ordinance was passed 
only recently, and we had the support 
of the M.T.U.C. I can assure him that 
the provisions of the Ordinance will be 
applied very sympathetically. 

i!:ncbe' Abdul Ghani bin Ishak: tuan 
Pengerusi, saya tak dapat tahu apa 
yang telah saya soal tadi berkenaan 
dengan Pegawai2 Trade Union. 

Mr. Speaker: Perkara tersebut telah 
di-jawab semua sa-kali tadi. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

The sum of $737,182 for Head 53 
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

Head 50-
Tbe Minister of Justice (Tun Leong 

Yew Koh): Mr. Chairman, I need not 
detain the House long on this item. 
It merely provides for a small head­
quarters staff for the Ministry of 
Justice. The establishm~nt is modest 
enough. Even so, three posts are at 
present unfilled : a typist, a clerk, and 
an office boy, and if we can manage 
without them next year, we shall do 
so. (Applause). 

Wan Mustapha bin Haji Ali: Tuan 
Yang di~Pertua. saya hendak berchakap 
berkenaan Kepala 51, muka 188 Divi­
sion I item (14), (15) dan (16). 

Mr. Speaker: Perkara itu belum Iagi. 

Wan Mustapha bin llaji Ali: Minta 
ma'af. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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The . sum of $99,528 for Head 50 
ordered to. stand .part of the Schedule. 

Sitting suspended at 11.55 a.m. 

Sitting resumed <it 2.30 p.m. 
(Mr. Speaker in the Chair) 

Debate in Committee of Supply 
resumed. 

(Mr. Speaker in the Chair) 
Head 51-

Tun Leong Yew Koh: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, Honourable Members will see that 
the. recurrent cost of maintaining the 
entire Judiciary has remained constant. 
The only major increases arise n"om 
the creation of two posts of Judge of 
Appeal last year. For the rest, the 
increases in Personal Emoluments are 
small and are chiefly the result of 
incremental increases in salaries; 

I should, however, be lacking in 
candour if I were to say that I was 
entirely happy with the establishment 
under the present circumstances. Both 
the Chief Justice and the Attorney 
General, I know, are becoming increas­
ingly concerned at the shortage of 
experienced officers. Those officers who 
have recently joined the Legal Service 
show every sign of doing well, but 
they lack practice and experience which 
will, of course, come in time. I mention 
this only to give notice to Honourable 
Members that I may have to come 
back next year ·for the creation of a 
number of supernumerary training 
posts to enable further training to be 
given to unqualified officers at present 
seconded or attached to the Legal 
Service. Discussions on these proposals 
are now taking place on a ministerial 
and inter-departmental level, and I 
shall in due course report back ·to this 
House. 

Meanwhile, I commend Head 51 to 
this House. 

Mr. S. P. Seenivasagam (Menglembu): 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 had intended to 
refer to the shortage of experienced 
officers in the Judicial Department, but 
since the Honoilrable Minister has 
himself very frankly ref erred . to it, it 
will not be necessary for me to touch 
on that subject. I wish, however, to 
speak on one aspect, and that is, I feel 
that not sufficient attention . is being 

given to the outward and visible signs 
and dignity . of justice in this country. 
When I say that, I refer to towns­
not the principal t<;>wns, but to small 
towns. When l _ say "outward and 
visible signs", I refei' to lhe Court 
hauses. 1 cast no reflection whatso­
ever on the quality of justice which is 
dispensed in the Courts. I refer' to the 
structures. It is well-known that in the 
smaller. t-0wns, justice is dispensed 
from buildings which are often a dis­
grace to . the officers who sit there . to 
dispense . justice. They are dilapidated 
buildings; there is no furniture; - and 
sometimes I have had the experience 
of sitting on chairs,_ which are broken 
and which have to be pushed together, 
so that we may not fall down. These 
things have been going on for some 
time and it is surprising that no action 
has been taken, but as this is com­
paratively a new Ministry, I do hope 
that the new Mipister will give his 
urgent attention to these matters. 

Another matter which is causing a 
good deal of difficulty is the lack of a 
library in the outlying towns. Very often 
magistrates have to look up on points 
of law, and they just cannot do it as 
there are no books of reference at all. 
Sometimes the lawyers take books with 
them and sometimes they do not; then 
there will be delay as the magistrate is 
forced by circumstances to defer justice, 
and in a criminal case it is a desirable 
thing that it be disposed of without 
delay-if it can be disposed of, it will 
be so much the better. These are 
matters which I hope the Honourable 
Minister will look into. 

Mr. Lim Kean Siew: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I would like to deal .. with Head 52, 
item (2), on page 191, "Commissioner 
for Revision of Laws". 

Mr. Speaker: We have not come to 
that yet. 

Wan Mustapba bin Haji Ali: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, we- have just heard the 
Honourable the· Minister of Justice, 
and speaking under Head 51. Judicial 
Department, he has stated that there 
is a shortage of experienced staft. The 
real reason, I think, is that though 
there are quite a number of qualified 
barristers-former . magistrates who 
have been sent back on their return, 
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and I would say that they are not 
lacking in practice or experience­
they are not contented because of the 
pay-see item (11), sub-head 1, for in­
stance. The Presidents, Sessions 
Courts, will normally be recniited from 
the State Civil Service and most of the 
people will have spent three or four 
years to get qualified and on their 
return they are posted as Magistrates, 
or, if they are fortunate, as Presidents. 
These people start at $730, whereas 
for the Magistrates under item (16), 
there ·are two such Magistrates in the 
Federation of Malaya, we have allotted 
$23,000. Well, Sit, if this goes on, 
naturally, you will find that these 
Magistrates, instead of being in the 
Judicial Service, you will find them 
joining the Bar. 

Secondly, I do not know of any 
reason why we should have 14 
Magistrates from the State Civil 
Service paid by the Federal Govern­
ment. You might have a few but not 
as much as 14. I think that all these 
people are very very old and if they 
are not fit for the Bench, then I would 
prefer them to be sent back to the 
State Civil Service, and we should 
appoint other persons who are younger 
with the possibility of being sent to 
England to be qualified, as we have 
heard the Honourable the Minister of 
Justice saying that this country lacks 
Judicial officers of experience. 

As regards interpreters under item 
(21), we find that the provision has 
been reduced from $189 ,000-odd to 

· $187;000-odd. From my own 
experience, which I have had in a few 
Courts, especially in the East Coast, 
I have found that interpreters are not 
very competent. Normally, the wit­
nesses will speak in Malay and the 
Judge hearing the case is an English­
man, and-I could only detect the 
error because I am a Malay myself­
sometimes the interpreters would 
leave out certain phrases which are 
very vital, and the sense quite 
naturally is changed totally. I do not 
mean to mistrust the interpreters, .be­
cause their"·qualifications are not very 
high, but we should choose our inter­
preters and-if you are taking from 
the School Certificate people-we 

should see that they have at ·least a 
credit in English, if nOt a distinction, 
because interpretation is a difficult 
business, and I would, therefore, urge 
the Government · to provide more 
money for that. It does . not matter 
even in having graduates as inter­
preters. 

In regard to item (44), Magistrates' 
Secondment Allowance. I can see no 
reason why we are providing $15,000 
here. As far as I know, when I was a 
Magistrate, I got about $75 a month 
secondment allowance, and I was told 
that I was paid to be well dressed. If 
that is so, then I do not see why a 
Federal Counsel under the Attorney­
General should not be provided with 
secondment allowance as well. Though 
we have not come to debate the 
Attorney-General's Department, yet by 
comparison I do not find any second­
ment allowance for Federal Counsels 
who, like the D.P.P., a~ qualified. 
Again, if you refer back, you will· find 
that there are 16 Magistrates in the 
Federation under the Estimates. Why 
should there be an allotment of 
$15,000 here? If you refer to items 
(14), (15) and (16) you will see that 
there are only 16 magistrates. Item 
(44), Magistrates' Secondment Allow­
ance, does not apply to Presidents of 
Sessions Courts-it only applies to 
Magistrates, I take it. If this is so, this 
amount is rather high,. and perhaps 
the Minister of Justice will be able in 
his reply· to enlighten the House. 

Referring to page 190 of the Esti­
mates, sub-head 4, Law Reports and 
Law Books, I would only comment 
that especially in the East Coast, in 
Kelantan and Trengganu, I find-the 
Magistrates as well as lawyers are al­
lowed to borrow sometimes from the 
Court-that the law books are not 
adequate, and we hope that this amount 
could be increased; if this is not pos­
sible, then it should be equally distri­
buted throughout the Federation and 
not only be confined to Kuala Lumpur 
or the West Coast. It does not matter 
that Kelantan and Trengganu are 
under the P.M.I.P., we have still to 
carry out the law. 

As regards Special Expenditure, sub­
head 12. Air-conditioning Judges' 
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Chambers, Kuala Lumpur, though 
there is no provision made here, I 
would urge that Chambers of the 
Courts in the Federation of Malaya, 
especially the High Courts, should be 
air-conditioned, because the Judges 
wear wigs and we want to make the 
Judges feel eool, otherwise they might 
lose their temper. (Laufhter). I think 
that this will not be very expensive, 
because if you tum to page 184, it will 
be seen that we are providing $5,000 
for Air Conditioners for Record 
Rooms. I am sure that if we can pro~ 
vide that amount for airconditioning the 
Record Rooms and I suppose you keep 
records there as you want them to be 
intact. Well, documents are not human 
beings .... 

Dato' Dr. Ismail: Mr. Chairman, the 
books and records do get mouldy, but 
the Judges don't. 

Wan Mustapha bin Haji Ali: May I 
have the honour of the said Honour­
able Minister repeating his reply? 

Dato' Dr. Ismail: I said "the books 
and records do get mouldy if they are 
not kept in airconditioned rooms but 
Judges do not." 

Wan Mustapba bin Haji Ali: Sir, my 
reply to that is that you can always 
open the windows and doors, say, once 
a month and the records and books 
could be kept for ages. We have been 
keeping records in Kelantan, especially 
in the Land Office, which I am proud 
to say is the best Record Office 
throughout the Federation, and we 
have never used airconditioning; and 
still we have these 30 to 40 years 
records intact. 

Dato' Dr. Ismail: Mr. Chairman, Sir, 
as the former Minister of Lands and 
Mines, I do not agree with the Honour­
able Member that the Record Office 
in Kelantan is the best in the Federa­
tion. 

Wan Mustapha bin Baji Ali: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, it is a matter of opinion, 
and I doubt whether the Honourable 
Minister has ever visited Kelantan to 
see things for himself. 

Anyway, Sir, I was only making· a 
comparison, and it does not mean that 
I do not agree with airconditioning the 
Records Office. I say that these records 

have no life and also that I do not see 
any reason why Judges, Lawyers and 
the public, who seek justice should not 
be made comfortable. And I am sure 
the Honourable Mr. Speaker would not 
dream of wearing wigs, if this place 
is not airconditioned. I hope the said 
Minister will look into the matter. 

As regards Trengganu Court, I regret 
to say that this Court is very very old 
and very small, I am not trying to 
criticise unnecessarily and if the criti­
cism is good, I hope the Government 
will take that gentlemanly. 

Tun Leong ¥ew Koh: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, in reply to the Honourable. Mem­
ber for Menglembu in regard to his 
statement about the dilapidated con­
dition of Court houses, I beg to point 
out that repairs and improvement come 
under the supplementary Development 
Estimates. I am going round the 
country and will look into the state of 
repair of the Court houses. 

With regard to the statement of the 
Honoutable Member for Kelantan Hilir 
about the pay of Magistrates, about 
magistrates seconded from the State 
Civil Service, these will be replaced as 
soon as we find qualified magistrates 
to take their place. The secondment 
allowance is only paid to officers 
seconded from the State Civil 
Service-they belong to the State Civil 
Service and are not liable to be 
transferred elsewhere. 

Wan Mustapha bin Baji Ali: Sir, on 
a point of information, I think there 
are quite a number of magistrates from 
the State Civil Service who have been 
transferred everywhere. 

Tun. Leong Yew Koh: For that they 
are entitled to secondment allowance. 
As far as I am aware Federal Counsels 
are not paid allowances, because they 
are members of the Federal Service 
and they are liable to · be transferred 
anywhere. 

Regarding airconditioning, I agree 
with the Honourable Member if 
Honourable Members will find the 
money to pay for it. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
The sum of $4,035,549 for Head 51 

ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 



J095 4 DECEMBER 1959 1096 

Head 52-
Ton Leong Yew Koh: Mr. Speaker, 

Sir, regarding Head 52, again there is 
little I can add to ·what is set out in 
print in the Estimates. My remarks ·as 
to the shortage of qualified and ex~ 
perienced magisterial •officers under the 
last Head of expenditur! ·applies 
equally to this one.· After allQwing .for 
increments, the main change in the 
establishment structure o( this depart­
ment .is the strenghtening of · the 
Parliamentary Draftsman's section, 
which will continue for at least. the time 
'being to be included in the Attorney~ 
General's estimates. With a Parliamen­
tary system of legislation, Honourable 
Members will be the first to appre­
ciate the importance of the drafting 
section; and I hope it will be in order 
foi me to express our appreciation of 
the skill' of the officers concerned who 
have assisted us in formulating the 
Standing Orders for both Houses in 
the last few months. 

Mr. Lim Kean Siew: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I would like to deal with Head 52, 
Subhead 2, Commissioner for Revision 
of Laws, Superscale C (Supernumerary) 
on page 191. 

Sir, there is no doubt that our laws 
at the moment stand in our book 
shelves like old documents in a junk 
shop. We have got into such a mess 
and confusion that it is· essential we 
should have a proper Coml!lissioner 
for the Revision of Laws. But l notice, 
Sir, he is shown here as supernumerary. 
In fact, I think, the Department should 
be enlarged because at the moment we 
have such a dire need for re-legislation 
and the removal of such anomalies and 
contradictions that, under Article · 76 
of our Constitution, there is a proviso 
allowing the Federal Government to 
bring about uniformity in our laws. 
Well, Sir, the first thing we must note 
is that when the Commissioner revises 
our laws, he should have a proper 
translator so that all our laws which 
are revised will immediately come out 
with an edition in our national langu­
age, because it is no use to revise the 
laws without translation. The second 
matter is that under our present State 
laws we have various systems of land 

tenure and land registration, hence 
land tenure in Kuala Trengganu is not 
quite the same 'as land, tenure in 
Kelantan nor in Kedah and Perlis. ·Sir, 
that is the first thing we must do_.we 
must have one unified system of land 
tenure and land laws, so that every 
person who tills ·his land knows his 
rights. Very· few· farmers. know, for 
example, that no landlord in the State 
of Penang can charge more' than 33 
per cent on the capital of -the land­
but sometimes they pay as much as 
from 60 to 70 per -cent. 

Then we have; iri our various State 
laws, contradictions· and ineffectiveness 
of our adjectival law. Take our law on 
Muslim divorces for example. The 
inability of the various State powers to 
exercise their orders beyond the State 
boundary so that a person having an 
order made against him to pay, I 
believe, . the m&Ximum of $25 can go 
to another State and that order cannot 
be enforced; again, let us consider how 
such laws and orders can be enforced 
and how effective are our Shariah 
Courts whose Kathi is unable to wield 
punishment.. Surely revision is neces~ 
sary both in our substantive law as 
well as our adjectival law. 

Take our Criminal Procedure Codes 
for another example. In our Criminal 
Procedure Codes, for example, we have 
the archaic Criminal Procedure Code 
for the Straits Settlements and the 
Criminal Procedure Code for what is 
known formely as the Federated Malay 
States. At the moment, these two Cri~ 
minal Procedure Codes are existing 
side by side. They should, of course, 
be merged. 

Sir, this morning we read iri the 
papers about the hanging, in the Fede­
ration of Malaya, of three men. What 
actually have we gained from the 
hanging of the two of them at least-
1 do not know-except to satisfy our 
primitive impulse of revenge. Sir, I 
will not dwell too long on this matter 
because there is already an English 
law regarding the death penalty which 
is based on the type and nature of 
the crime and on the question of 
responsibility which is applicable in 
certain cases which are psychologically 
known as the· psychopaths; Sir. if the 
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Honourable Minister of Justice will 
have time to study the relevant English 
document, he might think of how that 
this law coUld very well be introduced 
into our Malayan system. Sir, hanging 
is a most serious matter indeed; it is 
perfidious, it is archaic, and I would 
suggest that a Select Committee be set 
up immediately to assist the Commis­
sioner in the revision of this law. And 
I hope that this Committee might be 
able to recommend· the complete elimi~ 
nation of the death penalty altogether. 
Sir, the maxim "an eye for an eye," 
"a tooth for a tooth" ought no longer 
be our maxim; and perhaps we must 
realise, Sir, that there are always many 
degrees of responsibility regarding 
cases of crime. 

Wan Mustapha bin Haji Ali: Sir, 
I do not wish to speak very long on 
this point, but I would like to refer 
to Subhead (6), Federal Counsel. As 
I was just saying, the Federal Counsel 
is being paid the same rate as the 
President of a Sessions Court. In my 
view, Sir, the post of Federal Counsel 
is one of greater responsibility, and 
it is a more difficult job. Therefore, 
Sir, $730 a month is rather on the 
low side. There are quite a number 
of Federal Counsels who have obtained 
high academic qualifications as well as 
professional knowledge and these 
persons should be given chances of 
rapid promotion, otherwise we would 
lose these intelligent people. 

the provision of $3,000 · for Legal 
Expenses. May I know what sort of 
legal expenses? Does it mean that we 
have to engage an advocate from the 
United Kingdom to come here· when~ 
ever we have complicated cases? 

Mr. S. P. Seenivuapm: On a point 
of infor~tion, Sir. The Honourable 
Member from Dato Kramat spoke 
about the. Commissioner for Rev~ion 
of Laws. I wonder whether there is 
going to be such a Commissioner for 
1960 because I find no provision in 
the Estimates in the column undez 
1960. 

Tun Leong Yew Koh: Sir, I entirely 
agree with the Honourable Member 
from Dato Kramat on the importance 
of the revision of laws. The post is 
supernumerary because revision is 
periodical as, mayb~ after 5 years the 
job is done. We are seeking help under 
the Colombo Plan. . 

With regard to land laws, a special 
post is being created for this under the 
Ministry of Rural Development. 

With regard to the Honourable 
Member from Kelantan Hilir, he said 
that the Federal Counsel should. be 
paid higher. Well, so far I have 
received no complaints about this. 

With regard to the Malay Translator, 
he is only in charge of Malay 
correspondence; he is not· doing the 
translation of laws. 

With regard to legal expenses, well, 
Next, I would like to refer to Sub· the Government engage lawyers to go 

head 15, Malay Translator. Sir, I to the Courts and they have to be 
consider t~at $160 a m<;>nt~ is not paid the fees just as anybody else. 
very tempting, because this is a very . 
important post in translating, and that ,9uestton put, and. agreed to. 
we should increase it to attract more The sum of $887.434 for .Head 52 
competent people then general trans- ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 
lators. Head 54-

1 now come to page 129, Sir. I do 
not know why Federal Counsel here 
has been provided for by an adminis· 
trative vote. If we have provision for 
Federal Counsels under Subhead (6) 
on page 191, then Subhead 35, item (i) 
should be abolished. 

Finally, Sir,. under O.C.A.'R. on 
page 192, SQbhead 2, item .(5), Legal 
Expenses, I should be very grateful if 
the Minister of Justice would explain 

Tun Leong Yew Koh: Mr. Chairman, 
this is the last main head of expen­
diture for which . I am ministerially 
responsible. Firstly, I would say that 
the posts of these. two officers are 
statutory ones-and Honourable Mem­
bers may wonder why expenditure 
should continue to be . voted ~ome 15 
years after the end· of hostilities. The 
answer is that war compensation is a 
complicated and technical business 
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which often raises complex questions 
of domestic and international laws. 
Honourable Members may be surprised 
to learn that the United Kingdom's 
undistributed enemy assets are still 
carried forward from the First World 
War. A great bulk of the assets held 
by the Custodian has however been 
distributed and I hope that with luck 
we will be able to wind up the 
Custodian Department in the foresee­
able future, but I can make no 
promises. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

The sum of $413,514 for Head 54 
ordered to stand part of the Schedule. 

Heads 55 to 57-

Enche' Rahaman: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
there are three Heads under my 
Ministry and I ask for your permission 
to take them together. 

Mr. Speaker: Permission granted. 

Enche' Bahaman: Sir. with your per­
mission I would take the three Heads­
Heads 55, 56 and 57-together. 
Honourable Members will be aware of 
the drastic operation recently carried 
out on the Ministry of Labour and 
Social Welfare, by which not merely 
a limb but half its body-the Social 
Welfare Department-was amputated! 
As a consequence, the total amount for 
which I am seeking approval is 
exceedingly small. 

Sir, our size may be reduced but the 
importance of our goal is not. I 
maintain, and I do not think Honour­
able Members will disagree with me, 
that in a country such as Malaya, 
which depends for its present pros­
perity on two great industries, rubber 
and tin, and for its future very largely 
on the expansion of these industries 
and the development of new, the 
maintenance of good labour relations 
and hence of industrial peace, is vital. 
As a necessary corollary the wotker 
must receive a fair recompense, enjoy 
good working conditions and be safe­
guarded against exploitation. It is to 
these ends that my Ministry can now 
devote undivided energies. 

Mr., ~peaker, Sir, our goal can be 
achieved 1i~, only one way compatible 

with human freedom and die;nity­
the way of democracy. This Govern­
ment reaffirms its belief in the 
voluntacy system of industrial relations 
and its policy of fostering the develop­
ment of a strong, free, responsible • 
and democratic trade union movement, 
both among 'employers and workers, 
and to promote harmonious and 
fruitful co-operation between them. 
We already have a consultative body 
at the national level, the tripartite 
National Joint Labour Advisory 
Council, in which 19 representatives 
of the employers and 19 representatives 
of the workers meet together with 
Government representatives, to discuss 
all important matters of labour and 
industrial relations. I have so far been 
privileged to attend only one meeting 
of this body and I was deeply im­
pressed by the spirit of understanding 
existing between the two sides. This 
body has in fact excited great interest 
and I think it fair to say, admiration 
in other countries. Various countries 
ha·ve made enquiries about its composi­
tion and functions, and one enquiry of 
a less formal nature has come from as 
far away as Canada. Malaya can rightly 
take pride in the fact that in this field 
we already enjoy an international 
reputation. 

While on this subject of worker 
and employer co-operation, I must 
mention another international sphere 
in which this country is taking an 
increasingly important part. I refer 
to the International Labour Organi­
sation in Geneva. A delegation, again 
tripartite, with two Government rep­
resentatives, has now atten.ded two 
of the annual sessions of the Inter­
national Labour Conference as a full 
member. They profited and, through 
them, Malaya has profited by intimate 
contact with other delegates from some 
80 nations and by mutual discussion 
with men of all races on the world­
wide problems of labour and industrial 
relations. The International Labour 
Conference at Geneva is a world forum, 
where we not only learn about other 
nations but they learn about us. Our 
status in the eyes of the world depends 
upon the effectiveness of our represen­
tation and the conduct and stature of 
our delegates. 
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The importance. on these lf(nmds 
alone. of out participation in Inter· 
naticoal' Labour Organisation affairs is 
manifest. 

'!ndtt' Zulkllee bin Malwnd1114: On 
a point of clarification, Sir. Is the 
HonOUl'!ible Minister not reading his 
spet!ch? 

Endte' Baaman: I am referring to 
my notes to refresh my memory. 

Mr. Speaker: Please proceed. 

Enche' Rahaman: But I would like 
this House to be aware also of 
the concrete practical benefits we have 
received. During the last five years 
l.L.0. Fellowships have been given 
to 12 Government Officers m various 
Departments, to enable them to visit 
different countries and attend training 
courses or seminars in Co-opera­
tion, Supervisory Training, Manpower 
Organisation and Vocational Training, 
as well as in purely technical matters 
like Electro Technology and Marine 
Diesel Mechanics training: countries 
co-operating in these courses have in­
cluded Indonesia, Denmark, India, 
Ceylon, the United Kingdom, Burma, 
and the I.L.0. Headquarters itself. 
Within the same period ·of five years 
the I.L.O. has also provided from its 
funds the servi<Jes of a number of 
experts, who have visited Malaya to 
study our problems and advise us on 
their solution. In the field of Appren­
ticeship Training we have received 
invaluable help from two experts, one 
of whom was with us for a whole year 
and another for over two. An instructor 
in mechanical and electrical trades was 
provided for a period of two years and 
shorter visits have been pa.id by a 
Productivity Demonstration Mission 
and by an expert on Co-operative 
Marketing. An expert who is preparing 
a report on the feasibility of intro­
ducing an unemployment and sickness 
insurance scheme, is actually in Malaya 
now. 

And now before . turning to other 
aspects of the Ministry's work, 
let me make clear that the consulta­
tion at a national level of which I have 
been speak.in& is based on the building 
up at lower levels within industry. of 
an effective consultative and negotiat· 
ing machinery. Here very oonsiderable 

proarcss has been Diade during the 
year; the most signifitant event . beiq 
the signing of the Mtmorand\lm. Gf 
Agreement on the 11th of August. be­
tween the three steveddring employers 
in Port Swettenham and the Harbour 
Trade Union, which established the 
Port Swettenham Port Transport In~ 
dustry Joint ·Council. Several. othet 
joint bodies are also under develo~ 
ment. All employer-employee j.oint 
machinery established in former years, 
is continuing to function very success· 
fully. A number of agreements on 
revision of wages and improved 
working conditions were reached during 
the year, either through discussiOns 
under this established joint machinery 
procedure or at ad hoc meetings 
between employers and trade uniOn 
representatives. 

The results of the Ministry's emphasis 
on this voluntary system of collective 
bargaining and joint discussions within 
industry, can best be presented by some 
bald figures. I take the year 1956-tbe 
first full year in which an elected 
Alliance Government assumed respon· 
sibi,lity under our present Prime Minis­
ter as Chief Minister. In 1956 there 
were 213 strikes; in 1957, 113; in 1958, 
69; and in the first nine months of the 
present year there were only 31. 

Even more impressive are the results 
if these figures are converted into man~ 
days lost. In 1956, 56,200 man-days 
were lost; in 1957, 21.900; and 1958, 
59,000; and in this year to date only 
31,000. 

Credit must be given to those groups 
of employers and workers who, through 
their goodwill and trust in each other; 
combined with a willingness to com­
promise and , reach settlement in theit 
mutual problems, have been able 
generally to avoid differences arising, 
and thus to eliminate the possibilities 
of any major industrial dispute. Even 
in cases where differences did arise, the 
parties were generally prepared to 
accept the advice and assistance of the 
officers of this Ministry, and~ in a very 
few cases, of the :Minister himself.· lw 
most cases. agreements were then suc­
cessfully · eornpleted either by the re-
sutnption of' direct negotiations between 
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the partieS or directly through· media­
tion' by the ·officers of the Industrial 
Relations Sectioo ()f ·this Ministry . 

. . Within this Ministry there is a s¢cial 
'i:rade Union Training Section. This 
was set· up in recognition of the great 
importance of sound basic training for 
th~ who are or will· become officers 
of trade unions, so that they may have 
a. fQ.11 grasp of the organisational and 
adµlinistrative problems, which they are 
likely to meet. In pursuit of this policy, 
the Ministry has also sponsored training 
of trade unionists abroad .. Uncier the 
Colombo Plan two 4-month courses are 
organised in the United Kingdom each 
year; 10 unionists have been on these 
courses so far and four more are at 
present in United Kingdom for this 
purpose. Under a similar Colombo Plan 
scheme four more trade unionists went 
to Canada in September. Altogether 
the trade· union movement in• this 
country is flourishing, · and many 
spontaneous and sincere tributes con­
tinue to be paid to its progress by the 
many visiting trade union leaders and 
other overseas visitors. 

However, although we are proud of 
our achievements in building this 
voluntary system of free trade unions 
and of worker/ employer joint negotia­
tion machinery, we nevertheless recog­
nise that to some degree a measure of 
statutory compulsion is ·necessary in 
order to ensure a fair deal for workers 
in all industries and at all times. As 
members will already know, such 
matters as minimum standards of 
housing, provision of weekly holidays 
and many others are laid down by 
Ordinances which it is the responsibility 
of one division of the Department of 
Labour and Industrial Relations to 
enforce. In this respect, I am. able to 
announce that ·during the year, riew 
rules were made under the Labour 
COde; to ensure the provision of better 
bedding and clothing in estate hospitals, 
and \Ve have even now under consi­
deration amendments which· will tighten 
up ·the provisions of the Weekly 
Holidays Ordinance, and will improve 
housing standards. Further amendments 
to keep the law abreast with the econo­
mic and socilfl·pr-0gress of the ·Federa­
tion · ate also contemplated under· the 

Employment ,Ordinance,· .the•·· Children 
and Young Persons Ordinance and the 
Workinen's Compensation' Ordinance. 

' 
Th~re .. ai:~. however Jw.o maj9r pro-

visions whicli I wish to nientiol:r sepa­
rately. Earlier this year. an entirel:r. ·new 
Trade Union Ordinance was enac~ 
and came into force on 1-6-59. The 
object Of this Ordinance was to amend 
and consolidate thtl existing laws relat­
ing to trade unions, and the most signi­
ficant changes are thr~e in .number: 

(a) The membership of trade unions 
will be confined exclusively to 
workmen, whose place of 
work is within the Federation 
or to eru.ployers who employ 
them there. In other words, 
membership will embrace only 
persons. who have a genuine 
stake in this country and who 
share the interests of ·the 
people in general in its con­
tinued well-being and stability. 

(b) A trade union ~hall be an 
organisation . within a parti­
cular trade, occupation . or 
industry so that its members 
shall have a gen~ine com­
munity. of interest •. Unions 
which embrace dissimilar tra­
des and people who have no 
common interest. tend .to come 
under the control of persons 
who · have little . claim to 
represent the members as a 
whole, and such unions· may 
lend themselves to the pur­
pose of political agitation and 
of subversion. 

(c) Officers of trade unions must 
be Federal Citizens and must 
have 'been engaged for a 
period of at least three years 
in the particµlar trade, occu­
pation or industry with which 
the union is connected. 

During the course of the Debate on 
the Gracious Speech the other day the 
Honourable Member from Bungsar 
said·. that the · Otdimince was working 
against the interests of the workers. I 
should like to remind him that in the 
oour8e of the drafting of the Bill; the 
Malayan· Trades Union Congress and 
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employers' ,; organisations ·were con­
sulted. at every stage. and they ·agreed 
that the Bill was accep~ble to .them 
in the light of the present, circum­
stances obtaining in the country. And 
when the Bill was debated in the last 
Legislative Council in April this year, 
the trade union representatives in the 
Council supported . the Bill and it was 
passed unanimously. Ever since · it 
came into force on 1st JUile, 1959, 
there is no indication that any genuine 
trade union is finding it difficult to 
comply with the provisions of the 
Ordinance. 

The purpose of the Ordinance is to 
ensure that trade uniOns· . are properly 
run for the .benefit of the members 
themselves, and not for the purpose of 
political agitation or subver&ion. And 
this I am determined to enforce. 

I now refer to action which has ·been 
taken under the Wages Counciis Ordi­
nance. Honourable Members may re­

. call that last year a Commission of 
·inquiry was appointed under this Ordi­
nance and as a result of their report 
my predecessor, t}le Minister of Lab­
our and SOcial Welfare, Dato'. Ong 
Yoke Lin on the 29th August made an 
Order which established a Wages 
Council for shop assistants and 
employees in coffee shops, restaurants, 
hotels and bars in the first instance for 
establishment within the nine major 
towns of the Federation. The inaugural 
meeting of this first Wages Council in 
Malaya was held on 13th· October, 
1959. 

Finally, ibefore passing to the actual 
study of the. details of the Estimates, 
I wish to make a short reference to 
the Employment Exchange Service, 
because I fear that there is some mis­
understanding as ~o the• function of an 
Exchange,- a misunderstanding which 
appeared to exist ·in the mind of the 
Honourable Member from Setapak 
who referred ·to the Employment 
Exchanges · during the debate on the 
Gracious ·Speech. This Service is pro­
vided · as the most convenient iriethod 
of introducing workers to proopective 
employers· and vice versa, and the 
success· ~ot -the Exchanges is to be 
judged 7 by their suceess in . filling 
vacancle8, which have been .notifi.ed by 

employers. It iS not the function of an 
Employment Exchange, · by some 
magic, . tx:> create jobs for all who; 
apply, and the existence of unemployed 
persons is not a valid ~riticism of the 
Exchange Service. The . record of this 
service is in fact extremely satisfac· 
tory and in the 10 months of this year, 
of the 20,115 vacancies notified by 
employers, no fewer than 18.490 have 
been filled, i.e. almost 92 per cent. I 
am quite sure that if more employers 
would use the facilities offered by · the 
Exchanges the Service would be able 
to cope with all their requirements. 

I am aware that there is some mea­
sure. of unemployment in Malaya at 
the present time and that there has been 
an increase in the numbers of those 
registered with Employment Ex­
changes. However, as I have said, it 
is not. the function of the Exchanges 
Service to create employment or to 
cure the unemployment problem. I am 
sure all Honourable Members here 
must know tQ.at the only solution to 
those problems of unemployment lies 
in an expansionist policy, whjch will 
provide a high and expanding level of 
employment in Malaya, in order to 
keep pace· with the growing working 
population. This Government has long 
recognised that necessity and has al­
ready introduced long-term plans for 
rural, urban and industrial .<J~velop­
ment. Government's ·new policies for 
industrial development have the object 
of providing the necessary climate and 
environment in. which private invest• 
ment of a productive and employment 
giving character will be encouraged 
both by local al!-d overseas _capital. 
There are encouraging signs· that both 
local and overseas .investors are coming 
forward to take . advantage · of the 
Government's policy and. to construct 
new plants and factories in the Federa· 
tion. The Government is confident that 
its basic policy of promoting expan­
sion. in both the public and private 
sectors of_ the economy is the right way 
of dealing. with the long tem. problem 
of unemployment in this country. 

Now, Sir, I . wish . to explain the 
figures · for . the Ministry itself~Head 
55. 

For the actual Ministry Headquarters 
oftice there is an increase of Sl,163 

-------------------------------------·-----
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only (from s16t.673 to s162.&36). nis 
would .l\ardly be worth mentiOOing 
were it not the nett result of certain 
very significant changes. 

Th~ new post of Assistant Minister 
has required additional provision of 
$24,000 Item (2) and there have also 
been increases of one post ea.ch under 
items (7) and (8), i.e., one office-boy 
and one clerk (0.C.S. timescale). 

·These increases have been almost 
entirely offset by the following savings 
made possible by the removal of res­
ponsibility for Social Welfare : 

(i) deletion of the two posts of 
P.A.S. (Superscale "H"). at 
$16,320 and of Executive 
Officer at $5,400; 

(ii) deletion of two posts of clerk in 
the Supernumerary Oerioal 
Service at $7 ,976; 

(iii) reduction in C.0.L.A. from 
$23.155to $17,296, consequent 
of these deletions. 

The Ministry total has been in­
creased by $42,166 on account of the 
"Apprenticeship Scheme"-items (14)­
(20) being transferred from the Depart­
ment of Labour and Industrial Rela­
tions-Head 56 to the Ministry-show­
ing a corresponding reduction of 
$43.270. 

· A similar transfer explains the at'pa­
rent increase in the "Training Section" 
items (21)-(29) from $33,600 to $60,096. 
Jn 1959 the subordinate staff of this 
Section were paid by the Department 
of Labour and Industrial Relations and 
this· increase is therefore off set by a 
corresponding reduction under Head 
56. 

The increase in the total Personal 
Emoluments for the Ministry from 
$195,273 to $265,098 therefore, in no 
sense. represents any increase in actual 
costs. 

Precisely the same factors arise with 
regard to Other Charges Annually Re­
current where provision for the Appren­
ticeship and Training Sections has 
again been transferred from the Depart­
ment of Labour and Industrial Rela­
tions. The costs of the Apprenticeship 
Scheme show . a true increase from 
$4.285 to $9,210; this is 9ue to the 

oontinuo.m expansion 9f the Sc;heJtie 
with conseqtient increase in Printing 
and Travelling. 

Under Other Charges Special Expen­
diture the only increase is . in item 
(15}-Qur contribution to l.L.0. This 
has risen from $57,750 to $61,000 in 
1960. This increase is a matter beyond 
our control since our contribution is 
fixed by international agreement. 

With regard to the Departmental 
Estimates (Heads 56 and 57) very 
little remains to be said. Owing to the 
large staffs required for inspection and 
enforcement in these Departments of 
Labour and Industrial Relations and 
of Machinery the great bulk of the 
expenditure is upon Personal Emolu­
ments in both cases. Nevertheless very 
real savings have been effected. The 
largest single element of saving how­
ever appears in items (38} and (39) 
under Head 56, owing to the reduction 
in the number of expatriate _officers 
in the Department. At the present time 
the only expatriates who remain in the · 
Department of Labour and Industrial 
Relations are the two Commissioners 
themselves. I would like to add here 
too that this year for the first time 
local departmental officers acted in the 
Commissioner posts and took charge 
of the Department while the Commis­
sioners were on leave. 

The Machinery Department con­
tinues to function as before though it 
is labouring under a disadvantage 
because it is under strength. In an 
establishment of 14 Division I officers, 
only 10. posts are at present filled. The 
Department is therefore hard-pressed 
and this is especially so when there are 
so many new plants installed and 
factories built in the country at present. 

Sir, that is all I have to say. 

Mr. Lim Kean Siew: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I notice that. the Ministry bas 
changed its name from the Ministry 
of Labour and Social Welfare to the 
Ministry of Labour, but having heard 
the Minister himself taking us round 
the world in the last 11 minutes, I am 
beginning to wonder whether it should 
not more appropriately be known as 
the Ministry .of Lo.ve•s ~hour Lost: 
perhaps that in itself might be. an 
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inspiration for ·a new dance tune and 
the Minister might no doubt, ltlUch 
to his liking. at times dance to the 
tune himself. Further., having heard 
of the exploits ·of the Honourable the 
Prime Minister on railway strike, I 
wonder, perhaps, if it might not 
properly be -called the Ministry of 
Labour and Miscarriage-miscarriage, 
because it seems to me that every 
time there is a strike, there seems to 
be a miscarriage of duties and it is 
not the Minister of Labour who goes 
to settle the strike but the Honourable 
Gentleman fondly known to us as the 
Prime Minister, who seems also to 
carry that portfolio among his other 
duties. 

Sir, I say that it is a Ministry of 
Love's Labour Lost, because if we 
examine the situation we find that we 
are entrapped by a good number of 
law no doubt fondly conceived in 
love but often lost in· multitudinous 
enactments and often divorced in 
effect from one another. 

the Labour and unemployment 
problem in Malaya is far from satis­
factory and nothing seems to have 
been planned. For example, we find 
that the main feature in the labour 
field is under-employment and unem­
ployment. Sir, according to the 1957 
Report there was a pilot survey taken 
in George Town, Penang, and it shows 
that of the people unemployed 20 per 
cent of the wholly unemployed were 
between the ages of 16 and 20 years, 
which as you know is the period of · 
most useful for unskilled workers, 
and about 60 per cent between the 
ages of 20- and 30. And what is more 
significant, quoting the words of this 
Report, was that, "of the youths 
between the ages of 16 and 20 in 
George Town, approximately 12 per 
cent were unemployed. It was signifi­
cant that over 31 per cent of the 
unemployed in George Town nevet 
had a job, and that approximately 
9 per cent of all the youths between 
16 and 20 years of age had never 
worked." 

Well, Sir, that is the position, and I 
notice that the Ministry of Labour· has 
ireVer · had any · real C0l1lpl"ehertsive 
figures to show the total number of 

people unemployed to-day in Malaya 
and the number of people who are 
under-employed. Why. the questioo: of 
under-employment 1s important is 
this-that as long as we can keep 
people beyond the starvation leveL 
there is a lack . of will for stra"1e 
to get full wages, and that perhaps 
accounts foe the reduction of the 
number of wage days spent in strikes 
in 1956/57 .which amounted to 871,087 
being reduced to approximately about 
90,000 wage days lost in the last two 
years: further, it is fallacious to judge 
a labour situation by the number of 
strikes and the number of wage days 
lost-to know the true position we 
must first attempt to discover the 
reasons as to why strikes have not 
taken place; and the main reason, 
perhaps, as to why there have been 
less strikes, which have to a large 
extent failed, is because under our 
Ordinance No. 38 of 1955, section 15 
of which reads. . . 

Mr. Speaker: What Ordinance is 
that? 

Mr. Lim Kean Siew: The Employ­
ment Ordinance, Sir. Section 15 reads! 

"A contract of service shall be deemed to 
be broken by the labourer if he is coriti­
nuously absent from work for more than 
one day without leave from his emplQYer 
and without reasonable excuse." 

This section has beeh interpreted that 
going on strike is not a tellsanable 
excuse. So, if a person goes on strike 
for more than 24 hours, he is consi­
dered to have dismissed himseif; and, 
in fact, he owes the employer 14 days 
wages in. lieu of notice, so that he 
becomes a debtor to the employer 
and the employer is thus not only 
released from his obligations to - the 
striker but is also able to employ a 
new hand-and during a period of 
slump there is a lot of people avail­
able to fill up the job, the labour 
market ·being in fact a market. That, 
Sir, is .perhaps the r~son why the, 
number of strikes has gone down. 
But I do not think, Sir, that because 
the number of strikes has gone down 
the Ministry of Labour has therofore 
been efficient. as thoae two thinp arc 
not synonymous! 
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Further, let us see the case of a 
woman worker in a certain Kelantan 
rubber processing mill-.she is paid 
$1.60 (I am .sorry I have to refer to 
my notes but like the Minister of 
Labour I too have to refer to. my 
notes), she is, I repeat, paid $1.25 per 
day; and we know that the price of 
one gantang of rice varies to the 
average figure of $1.60 per gantang to 
which let us add the cost of vegetables, 
oil, fish and so on-and putting her 
family unit at four, let us contrast her 
case and that of waitresses and those 
-others indulging in other activities with 
similar rate of income and with the 
cost of living index and I am sure, Sir, 
that you would agree with me that a 
sorry picture emerges. 

Sir, when glancing through the 
structure of machinery dealing with 
labour disputes and conditions of work, 
we see a mixed mushroom pattern of 
so-called Joint Advisory Councils, 
Departmental and National Whitley 
Councils, Negotiating Councils, Wages 
Councils, Trade Union Adviser's 
Departments with its training sections, 
Industrial Relations Department and 
the various Commissions of Enquiry 
set up to inquire into the conditions of 
employment and trade disputes. Apart 
from these we have laws dealing with 
working conditions of employees and 
trade disputes. Also we have the 
Employees' Provident Fund, Arbitra­
tion and Weekly Holidays Ordinance, 
and so forth. But where is that co­
ordinating body, that permanent co­
ordinating body, to bring all the 
activities of ·these various departments 
together-that is the point; and where 
is that proVision to bring about a 
special Board, a permanent and special 
Board, for negotiation before a trade 
dispute has arisen? Labour ·Officers 
can only officially go into a trade 
dispute when it has arisen, and very 
often that is when it is: too late. Even 
then, they can only act in an advi8ory 
.capacity: they cannot and do not at 
all have any power to make binding 
decisions without the consent· of the 
parties involved. So, Sir, this is all very 
messy and jelly-like-it is a mass of 
material without a. structure, without a 
spine-an amorphous mass. 

We have noticed the · Honourable 
Minister ·pointing out in particular to 
the Training Section, but-the question 
is whether . these studentS have been 
selected in a proper manner and trained 
in a proper manner-sending them to 
recognised schools where training is 
for areas where different conditions 
apply will produce people who may be 
unsuitable to conditions existing in the 
present Malayan context. The present 
training and approach is inadequate 
and we see a fault in their method and 
selection which has resulted in a certain 
kind of officer who approaches his 
work in an industrial dispute from the 
position of either superiority and con­
descension, or, perhaps, sometimes 
hostility-this is noticeable for those 
who have contact with this kind of 
officer on the field itself. 

Sir, there is, of course, the point 
that there are a lot of laws passed 
dealing with various institutions which 
are inspired by or are drawn on 
inspiration from foreign industrial 
fields where industry is highly deve­
loped. We have brought these laws and 
the resultant institutions to a semi­
agricultural country with semi-agricul­
tural conditions, so that these laws 
are not really indigenous to the 
Malayan situation. Surely the dominant 
point is-if we are going to tackle our 
trade disputes, or tackle our labour 
conditions in the right way-is to set 
up a permanent Boord of Inquiry, 
collecting and dealing with facts rele­
vant to workers in a semi-agricultural 
state who are to a large extent under­
employed. Only in this way can we 
set up a system suitable to our 
conditions. 

Sir, I suggest that we must introduce 
legislation to achieve the following 
objects: First there must be a central 
consultative committee dealing with 
workers in this country to . obtain all­
round views of workers with the object 
of passing suitable laws. I think that 
is the main thing that we should con· 
cern ourselves with. · 

Eoche' Bahaman; Sir, on a point of 
information, there is the Malayan 
Trade ·Union Congress and the -Joint 
Labour Advisory Committee.·.· 
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Mr. Liia. Kean Siew: A eentraLcon­
sultative ·committee does not .mean the 
M.T.U.c .• Sir; I am afraid. Nor does 
the M.T.U.C. represent the majority of 
the views of workers in this country­
less than 50 · per cent. in fact. 

The Minister of Works, Posts and 
Telecoinmunications (Dato' V. T. Sam· 
bantban): Sir, on a point of informa­
tion, the .second point mentioned by 
the Honourable Minister was the 
National Joint Labour Advisory 
Council ..... 

Mr. Speaker: The Minister who 
moved this motion will have the 
chance to reply. 

Mr. Lim Kean Siew: That is quite 
true, Sir. The Minister has taken 25 
minutes already. 

Mr. Speaker: You yourself have 
taken quite a long time too. 

Mr. Lim Kean Siew: I have taken 
seven minutes exactly. and I am 
finishing. The second point is that we 

· must set up workers' representative 
bodies for all national and foreign 
enterprises for the purposes of cont­
rolling working conditions. Thirdly. a 
consultative committee consisting of 
workers and management must be set 
up in industry. There must also be a 
training section, so that every industry 
or enterprise in this country will have 
a section of trainee workers who might 
take over administrative jobs in that 
industry itself : · for example, in rubber 
plantation and, perhaps, m our rubber 
processing plants. Thank you. 

:itnche' Tajudin bin Ali: Dato' Penge­
rusi, Dato\ saya mengambil peluang 
berchakap di-atas Kepala 55 ia-itu 
perkara ~rkaitan dengan Ministry of 
Labour. Dato' Pengerusi, Dato', Yang 
mrhormat Ahli dari Dato Kramat 
tadi ~lab mengatakan. ada baik-nya 
kalau kita ada buroh2 mogok dalam 
kalangan buroh. Saya tidak bersetuju 
dengan apa yang t~lah . . . . . 

Wan Mustaplut bin Haji Ali: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, on a point of order, I 
think the Honourable Member should 
observe Standing Order 66 (11). 

Mr. Speaker: He is quite in order 
to speak on what has been said, but 

I would . like to. see the points raised 
by Honourable Members especially 
from the Opposition side being replied 
to by the Honourable Mover him· 
self~although he is quite in order to 
speak-so that we can shorten the 
debate. 

hebe' Tajudin bin AU: Dato' Penge­
rusi, saya sangat2 sukachita mendengar 
daripada Yang Berhormat Menteri 
Buroh ia-itu mogok di-kalangan buroh2 
dalam Persekutuan Tanah Melayu ini 
dari sa-tahun ka-satahun sudah sangat 
kurang. Ini ada-lah satu perkara yang 
sangat2 bijaksana yang telah di-jalan­
dan oleh Kerajaan Perikatan dengan 
mengadakan Kementerian Buroh. Saya 
teringat ada kala2-nya kita menga:takan 
negeri ini patut-lah di-beri keluasan 
le~h besar lagi berkenaan buroh pada 
masa ini, memandangkan yang kita ini 
baharu mendapat kemerdekaan. 

Dato' Pengerusi, Dato', di-sini-lah 
kita dapat timbangkan kerana ada 
orang memikirkan apa yang telah 
terjadi di-Singapura itu patut kita ikut 
di-sini. sebab itu-lah saya m~nyatakan 
di-sini, Kerajaan kita telah pun mem­
beri satu akuan atau satu jaminan 
baharu terhadap perkara tingkatan 
buroh dalam Persekutuan ini yang 
saya patut di-sini memberi sa-tinggi2 
tahniah; saya · tidak bendak mengata­
kan di-sini "catchy word" bagi Kemen­
terian Buroh, yang saya bendak beri­
kan ia-lah tahniah. 

Dato' Pengerusi, Dato', yang saya 
hCndak tegor di-sini ia-lah berkenaan 
dengan Pentadbiran Meregisterkan 
Buroh2. Di-Perak, saya dapati banyak 
penganggoran · terutama sakali pada 
masa sekarang. Sa-tengah2 orang yang 
tidak ada kerja yang dudok-nya · jauh2, 

umpama-nya di-Lumut. Pejabat Pen· 
daftaran chuma ada di-Ipoh. Jadi, tiap2 
buroh yang tidak ada kerja, hCndak 
mendaftarkan nama-nya dia terpaksa 
kena datang di-Ipoh, yang terutama 
sakali yang tidak ada berduit, apabila 
sampai di".Ipoh, dia kena belanja wang. 
Jadi kita di-sini m~sti-lah ingat yang 
dia tidak ada kerja terpaksa datang 
meregisterkan · nama-nya sampai di­
Ipoh kena berjalan 50 batu jauh-nya. 
man:a-kah wang dia dapat. Dan ·apabila 
dia sudah m~registerkan nama-nya, 
mula2. di-berikan-nya lead puteh, yang 
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kedua, kad biru, yang ketiga baharu­
lah bd kuning dan ini baharu-lah dia 
di-beri pCluang menghadziri interview 
di-mana2 ada kerja kosong. Jadi, saya 
rasa ini tidak bijak. Patut-lah perkara 
ini saya minta Kementerian yang ~r­
kenaan memerhatikan dengan sa· 
dalam2-nya atas perkara ini. Dan lagi 
saya teringat apa yang telah terjadi di­
Cameron Highland, pekerjaan2 di-sana 
banyak yang kosong; saya minta ma'af 
kalau saya silap tetapi saya dapati 
contract2 di-sana memakai buroh 
daripada Singapura. Mem~dangkan 
banyak penganggoran dalam negeri 
Perak, di-tempat2 di-dalam negeri Perak 
yang banyak kerja~ kosong, patut-lah 
di-beri keutamaan kapada buroh2 di­
Perak. 

Mr. K. Karam Singh: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, I would refer to the speech of the 
Honourable Minister and, in doing· so, 
would refer to the second of the three 
objects that he referred to when speak­
ing on the new Trade Union Ordinance. 

Sir, the second object, which the 
Honourable Minister aims at, makes a 
mockery of what he said was the aim 
of the Government-to create a free, 
independent and democratic trade 
union movement in Malaya. Sir, the 
second objective clearly shows, and the 
Minister does not make any attempt 
to hide it at all, that the motive behind 
this resolution is to crush the trade 
union movement and to interfere with 
the right· of organisation. When you 
interfere with the right of organisa­
tion-all your talk about free, demo­
cratic and independent trade unions:­
the trade union movement is made a 
mockery. The Honourable Minister 
referred with great satisfaction that the 
Malayan Trade · Union Congress was 
consulted and that even a M.T.U.C. 
member supported the Ordinance. Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, it is well-known that 
formerly the M.T.U.C. quite readily 
lent it~lf to approving even anti-labour 
legislation. That should not be a source 
of satisfaction for the Honourable 
Minister. 

Sir. the inefficiency of the Labour 
Ministry can be gauged-I do not say 
this in a critical mood, . but I say it as 

assessing the state. of affairs objec­
tively-by the fa~ that in the second 
major industry of our country, tin 
mining as the Honourable Minister him­
self mentioned, workers , to·day work 
only 14 days a month. Sir. 14 days' 
work in a month will only give them 
$58 and on $58 they have to support 
eight and sometimes nine children. I 
ask the Minister, what has the Ministry 
done to provide alternate employment 
for the tin mining employees who are 
unemployed for 14 days or 15 days in 
a month. If it has failed, as it has, then 
the Ministry is evidently very in­
efficient and it has not done its duty 
towards the mining workers of our 
country. 

Sir, the Minister referred to the 
Weekly Holidays Ordinance, I cannot 
correctly remember the exact title, but 
I should like to bring to the attention 
of the Honourable Minister that in the 
rubber estates of Malaya our workers 
work sometimes 30 days a month 
without a break. They are human 
beings with nerves and blood vessels 
(Laughter) and they require rest and 
sometimes the Government is apt to 
forget that. I suggest that a legislation 
be incorporated so that at least one day 
a week is made a paid holiday for the 
workers who produce the greatest 
amount of wealth for our country. 

Secondly, Sir, the Minister said there 
were fewer strikes but that is not an 
indication of any achievement at all 
as the conditions of the workers remain 
as they are. Speaking of achievements 
in my opinion, Sir, there are none to 
the credit of this Ministry. 

First of all, what must be done for 
the workers? They must have security 
of employment, and when they are old 
they must be cared for:· As an Honour­
able Lady Member, I think, 0£:. this 
House mentioned earlier. in another 
connection, workers must not be 
treated like . ~andals which are only 
used when they are useful and are cast 
away once the usefulness is over. I 
request the .. Honourable Minister to 
consider doing something for · the 
workers who have served this country 
with their toil all their lives, to provide 
sornething for them · in their old age, 
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and to urge cm.ployers to· do something 
to care for these people in their Old 
age. 

Another thing that I would brillg to 
the attention of the Honourable 
Minister is that on the rubber estates in 
Malay.a the labourers who joiJi certain 
political movement_:_it does not matter 
t-o which part of this House it be­
longs-once they join that movement 
the estate managers step in and terro­
rise them. Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is the 
fundamental right of any 111an to have 
the freedom of thought, and I request 
the Minister to see that any labourer 
who exercises his freedom of thought 
to belong to a political party is not 
penalised for that freedom of thought 
by the estate managers. In connection 
with trade unions, the state of affairs 
on ·estates is this-the moment any 
head or secretary of the union branch 
on an estate brings up a grievance of 
the union, or does anything at all to 
do his duty to the workers on his 
estate, he is sacked by the manager. 
and I can give instances also. For in­
stance, this has happened . . . 

Mr. Speaker: Is that relevant to the 
debate before the House? 

Mr. K. Karam Singh: I would not 
give instances, Sir, but I do not see 
how the policy of the Government in 
this connection can provide security to 
the workers. We have seen that this 
free enterprise has not been giving any 
security . to the tin mining employees 
due to the capitalistic nature of the 
economy and the over-production of 
tin ..... 

Enche' BabQJan: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
on a point of information. The Hon­
ourable Member is giving us a lecture. 

Mr, Speaker: Would you make your 
speech as short as possible, just to the 
point. There are other Members who 
would like· to spealc:. 

,Mr. K •. ~ Siaab: As we see. this 
free enterprise has depri:ved the. tin 
mining employees of our country 16 
days work in a month, and further the 
so-Called expansionist econQJlly is also 
brought in with. free enterprise. ·Free 

enterprise, Sir. is subject to crises, .sub­
ject to trade recesmons, subject to other 
troubles and once that happens where 
will the workers get security. how . will 
their work be guaranteed 7 The policy 
of the Government in respect of lal?our 
is unsatisfactory and will not in the 
long run assist workers to lead a proper 
life in this country. 

Wan Mustapha bin Haji Ali: Mr. 
Speaker, Sir, during his speech intro­
ducing the estimates the Honourable 
Minister of Labour said that the 
increase under subhead 15, "Contri­
bution to the International Labour 
Organisation for 1960" was beyond 
our control. That statement has aroused 
my anxiety. because beyond our con­
trol is a very "good" excuse for any 
Minister to say. However, later on in 
his speech the Honourable Minister 
had said that the contribution was 
arrived at by mutual agreement. H that 
is the case, how is that the provision 
has increased from $57,750 for the 
current year to $61,000 for 1960? If 
there is an agreement, we must stick to 
that agreement, and that cannot be 
beyond our control. ''Beyond our con­
trol" means that there is no agreement 
whatsoever. 

On page 201, under item (40) there 
is provision for Housing and Hotel 
Allowances of $49,000. Here I do not 
know wnat the proportion is, i.e. I do 
not know whether the provision for 
Housing_ is greater or for Hotel. This 
Ministry can pay $49,000 to its various 
officers on Housing and Hotel Allo­
wances. I feel it is a very high· figure 
and hope the Minister concerned will 
elaborate on that. 

Subhead 10 "Transport and Travell­
ing" on page 202 has a provision of 
$191,250, which is nearly $200,000 and 
that is nearly a. quarter Qf a million 
dollars. We feel this is a very high 
figure compared to the provision for 
the identical vote Uilder Social Welfare. 

Dalo' Ons Yoke Lia: Mr~ Speaker. 
Sir, with the agreement of 'lllY Honour­
able friend and colleague the Minis.tee 
of Labour. and as one who moved the 
Trade Union Ordinance, 19.59. in the 
Legislative COuncil not ·many months 
ago, I feel I must stand up· and rebut 
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the accusations, or remarks, . made . by 
the' Honourable Member· for Daman· 
sara. 

Sir. he has made a ver)'. qnjustified 
and slanderous attack on the Malayan 
Trade Onion Congress. Unfortunately 
there are no .M.T.U.C. members in this 
House to defend themselves and, al· 
though I hold no· brief for the 
M,T.U.C., I feel that it is well known 
not only in Malaya but throughout 
the world, at least throughout the free 
world, that .the Malayan Trade Union 
CoJ;lgress is a democratic represenµtj.ve 
bOdy which represents, largely, the 
most representative organisations of 
the organised workers of this country 
(Applquse), and it is, I am sure, appre­
ciated by the fair-minded people of 
this country that they have the best 
and genuine interest of the workers at 
heart. The fact that the M.T.U.C. have 
decided at their conference that they 
will not indulge in politics, and that 
they will not be influenced by any 
political party-right, left or centre­
may, perhaps, be the reason why they 
have come under' attack from certain 
quarters. (Applause). 

Mr. K. Karam Singh: This is imput­
ing improper motives, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker: No, i do not think so. 
If a member is out of order, whether 
he is from the Government Party or 
from the Opposition, I will rule him 
out. -

Wan Mustapha bin Haji Ali: On a 
point of clarification, Sir. The Honour- · 
able Minister just now said-although 
he was not referring to me-that one 
member was making slanderous re­
marks. I wonder whether any remarks 
made in this House could be slande· 
rous. 

Dato' Ong Yoke Lin: I did not. refer 
to the Honourable Member. 

Wan Mustapba bin Haji Ali: No, 
you did. nQt refer. to. me, but for the 
sake.- o( informaOon, I take it that no 
remarks made 'irt.'tbis House could be 
slanderous. - · · 

. Dato' · nr. Ismail:' That does ' not 
mean that members in this House: can 
make slanderous remarks. 

Mr. Lim Kean Siew: Oil .a point· of 
information .. Thei:e ... has bereri ;an -insi~ 
nuation that th.e Malayan Trade Uniop 
Congress as a . .whole does not support 
this side of. the. House and that .is why 
this attack ha8 come from· this side. 
That is in fact incorrect. The. SeCretary­
General of the M.T.U.C. is in fact a 
member of the Labour Party. 

Mr. Speaker: Please proceed. I hope 
there will be no more interruptions. 

Dato' Ong Yoke Lin: The policy of 
the M.T.U.C. is quite cle;µ-. As a body 
it does not come under' the influence 
of any party, but as individual mem­
bers they can ,join any party. I think 
it is only right that in its development 
at this stage the Trade Union Congress 
as such should not be exploited-it 
should not allow itself or its members 
as a whole to be exploited by politi~ 
cians or political parties or by adven­
turers for their own selfish ends 
(Applause). That is precisely the . ob­
ject of the new Trade Union Ordin­
ance. We discussed that about a year 
ago in the National Joint Labour 
Advisory Council-in this particular 
Council there are 19 representatives of 
the workers-and for the Honourable 
Member for Damansara to say that 
the Malayan Trade Union Congress 
readily lent itself to anti-labour legis­
lation is a very unjustified attack on 
the M.T .U .C. It is, Sir, easy to stand 
up and shout slogans vaguely about 
socialism which . certain members are 
trying to make us believe is the cure 
for all ·the ills in the country. 

Sir, when we introduced certain 
legislation, I think certain Honourable 
Members from the Socialist Front 
b~nch said that they are foreign to this 
country. Of course, Sir, we take the 
best fr.om all the systems in the world 
because we .are a new nation, but I 
think the· form of socialism that they 
preach is more foreign to us than 
anything else. 

Mr. Lim Kean Sie•:· I did not say 
foreign. 1- said "not indigenous to this 
coU~try': .. That is. qui'(e different. 

·Mr; Speaker: If an Honourable 
Member is speaking and. he>dQCS not 
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give . way- fM; a ·point '·of 'daifttation, touch· with 'developments during.'liego• 
the other: Honourable Member cannot tiations . between. 0workers and emplO-:. 
compel him to· sit down. yers. 

i:;. ~i ... t 

Dato' Ong Yoke Lin: We hav~ been 
very generous· to these c members., .. 

Mr.· S. P. Seenivuapm: We C!lo· not 
want any generosity. 

Dato' Ong Yob .. Lin: W~ believe 
democracy is more suitable to us and 
not the system and not the brand of 
socialism iliat ·is bandied about . ·.by 
these Honourable Members. I think 
that is more· foreign ·to the people of 
this country · · than anything else. 
(Applause). 

Enche' Zulkifiee bin Muhammad 
(Bachok): Tuan Yang di-Pertua, nam­
pak-nya perbahathan ini untok buroh 
dan masing2 mempersoalkan.hal buroh. 
Saya suka menarek perhatian Yang 
Berhormat pada buroh2 kampong, Tuan 
Yang di-Pertua, di-kampong sa-benar­
nya banyak buroh tetapi mereka itu 
tidak-lah masok mana2 Union di-sebab­
kan oleh buroh2 itu tidak rerator. Saya 
dapati, Tuan Yang di-Pertua, banyak 
buroh2 di-kampong itu mendapat gaji 
yang Iebeh murah daripada $1.50 sa­
hari. Saya rasa tidak-lah chukup bagi 
kehidupan sa-orang buroh. 

Di-sini saya minta Yang Berhormat 
perhatikan ia-itu supaya kita ikhtiar­
kan satu jalan supaya pengawalan 
dapat di-lakukan kapada hak buroh2 

yang kechil di-kampong yang di­
gunakan bagi kepentingan orang2 yang 
tidak memerhatikan kepentingan manu­
sia, itu-lah sahaja, Tuan Yang di­
Pertua. ._ .. , 

Enche' Babaman: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
we have heard lectures from the two 
members of the Opposition. My 
Honourable friend and colleague the 
Minister of Health, who was Minister 
of Labour before I took over, has been 
kind enough to reply to some of their 
criticisms. 

The Honourable Member for Dato 
Kramat spoke about industrial relations 
and the need to intervene in time before 
disputes come to a head. Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, the Industrial · Relations Depart­
ment is always-in dose and constant 

Mr. ·Speaker: Before you proceed I 
wouldtask you to make your reply not 
tater than 4'.30 p.m., because there will 
have to be a motion for continuing the 
debate ~er 4.30 p.m. 

Enche'•Bab1111UU1: With regard to the 
intervention by the· Prime Mi11ister, 
which the Honourable Member men..: 
tioned just now, I would like to inform 
this House· that the Minister of LabOur 
has no official. -s~nding in a dispute ll1 
a Government department or in the 
Railway, though the Commissioner for 
Industrial Relations may use his good 
office to conciliate the parties, and this 
he did. 

With regard to my Honourable 
friend the Member for Larut Utara, 
I thank him very much for his appre­
ciation of the good work done by my 
Ministry. He also mentioned that the 
unemployed people from Lumut had 
to go to Ipoh to register themselves at 
the Employment Exchange there. I 
think we have a Labour Office in 
Sitiawan and the unemployed can 
register at Sitiawan. 

In reply to the Honourable Member 
for Kelantan Hilir, with regard to the 
I.L.O. Contribution, the Contribution 
to the International Labour Organisa­
tion was agreed at international level, 
and I understand the rate for 1960 is 
fixed at 0.22 per cent and that is why 
our contribution has come to that 
amount. However, the contribution 
changes year to year. 

With regard to the poitit raised by 
him on Housing Allowance, Housing 
and Hotel Allowances have been calcu­
lated at the usual Government rates 
prevailing in all departments, and these 
allowances are paid only to those 
officers who do not receive the alloca­
tion of quarters. With regard to 
Transport and Travelling, the Depart­
ment of Labour and Industrial Rela­
tions has to enforce many laws • .and 
the amount spent by the Department 
for Transport and Travelling must, of -
necessity, be more than what is spent 

------------------------------------·---- ---
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in the same vote for Social Welfare• 
We do a lot of travelling and therefore 
the provision for this item has to be 
high. 

In reply to the Honourable Member 
for Bachok, I will take note of his 
suggestions. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

The sum of $3,302.232 for Heads 55, 
56 . and 57 ordered to stand part of the 
Schedule. 

Mr. Speaker: There will be no time 
to take Heads 58 and 59 to-day. I 
would therefore ask that these Heads 
be taken to-morrow when the House 
resumes. 

8457-800-12-5-60. 

KAit.LIER RESUMPTION 
(Metion) 

Tun Ahltul Razak: Sir, I beg to 
move, 

That this House at its rising this day shall 
resume at 9.30 a.m. to-morrow instead of 
10 a.ni. as provided under Standing ·Order 
12. 

Dato' Dr. Ismail: Sir, I beg to second 
the motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
Resolved, 
That this House at its rising this day shall 

resume at 9.30 a.m. to-mO£row instead of 
10 a.m. as provided under Standing Order 
12. 

Adjourned at 4.14 p.m. 


